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Beginning July 1, Dr. Linda Christians 
will be appointed as our new Senior 
Pastor! Please make every e� ort to 
welcome Linda and her husband Doug!

First sermons: 9 and 11 am, Sunday, 
June 2 and 9, Sanctuary

Welcome Reception: 10 am, Sunday, 
June 9, John Collier High Court

Dear West U 
Family,

A few weeks ago, 
my appointment
to West U was 
announced. I 
was in a meeting 
with several 
other clergy and 
immediately I 
received words of congratulation. 
Pastor Marilyn White from Trinity 
UMC near downtown, whom I’ve 
known for several years came up 
to me with tears in her eyes. She 
said, “Linda, I can’t say enough 
good things about the people at 
West U. If they had not given of 
themselves, their time and money, 
we still wouldn’t be back in business 
after Hurricane Harvey destroyed 

our church. Our hearts are full of 
gratitude for them.” The way she 
spoke of West U warmed my heart 
and con� rmed even more that this 
was the place God was calling me to 
serve.

I didn’t always know I was going to 
be a pastor, but I’ve always wanted 
to help and care for others. I worked 
as a surgical nurse, owned a home 
health care agency, and volunteered 
for our church - all with a desire to 
care for the people that God placed 
within my reach. It was after Doug, 
my husband, and I took our � rst trip 
to the Holy Land in 1997 with Dr. 
Jim Fleming, a biblical scholar and 
archaeologist, that I felt the initial 
stirring of serving as a pastor: to care 
for, shepherd, teach, and help equip 
people to become all who God is 
calling them to become. 

For the past twenty-one years, I 
have served at St. Luke’s United 
Methodist Church. I’m very grateful 
to have served in one church where 
my family could form life-long 
relationships and grow and mature 
in their faith. My family includes 
my wonderful husband, Doug, 
whom I have been married to for 

twenty-seven years. We have two 
grown children, Zach and Emily. 
Doug is a software developer; 
Zach is a marine engineer who 
works out of Galveston; and Emily 
is a preconstruction estimator in 
Houston. They are all grounded in 
their faith and this gives me great 
joy and an indescribable freedom 
to make this transition to serving at 
West U.

I know West U is a wonderful place 
to serve and I’m excited to start this 
next chapter in ministry. I want you 
to know that for the next several 
months my plan is to look, listen, 
learn, and love; and for several more 
months to look, listen, learn, love, 
and then lead. All of this will be done 
in relationship with you and while 
immersed in discerning prayer. Until 
then, may the abiding peace and 
presence of God hold you steadfast in 
hope and love as you begin this time 
of transition.

With love and a grateful heart, 

Note Burning

Read more on page 4

Sundays in the Sanctuary

Read more on page 2

Summer Worship 
Schedule
July 7—August 11 

• 9 am Sunday 
School for all 
ages

• 10 am one 
worship service

• 11 am lemonade 
on the lawn Farewell Message from 

Rev. Carol Bruse
Read more on page 5

WELCOME OUR NEW SENIOR PASTOR, DR. LINDA CHRISTIANS!
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YOUTH

CONFIRMATION RETREAT
Our 6th Grade Con� rmands had a wonderful Con� rmation Retreat this 
February, and are looking forward to joining the church on May 19th! 
They learned all about the organ, wrote names on the youth room � oor 
of people they want to come to Christ (a tradition carried on for over a 
decade), and (almost) cracked the code at an Escape Room!

SUNDAY
On Sunday, February 17 our Youth 
lead our 11 am Contemporary 
worship service. We were brought 
a message from some of our 
past and current Youth Interns: 
Ryan Clements, Andrew Donnell, 
Nathan Edmondson, Sydney 
Moore, Hanna Read, and Amber 
She�  eld. Many thanks to our 
wonderful students in grades 6-12 
for leading worship!

J TAYLOR MEMORIAL GOLF 
TOURNAMENT WINNERS
A big congratulations to the J 
Taylor Memorial Golf Tournament 
winners Brad Smolen, Bryce 
Smolen, and Gray McQueen with 
an impressive score of 53! Second 
place went to the Morstead crew.

Thanks to everyone who came out 
and supported our youth group
through this annual fundraising 
event.

UPCOMING WAYS TO SERVE
Our next Food & Clothing Drive bene� ting people in need in Southwest 
Houston through the Christian Community Service Center (CCSC) will be 
August 24-25.

MAY SERMON SERIES: “THE ESSENTIALS”
Do you remember The Essentials, the Turner Classic Movies � lm series 
celebrating the “essential” must-watch movies of all time? It aired weekly 
for almost 16 years; from 2001 to 2017. During this month of May, Rev. 
Carol Bruse will be ending her nine years serving as Senior Pastor by using 
some of these movie classics to help us focus on the essential practices 
of our Christian faith: discipline, courage, humility, and gratitude. Join us 
in the sanctuary, May 5 though May 26, for a new sermon series, entitled 
“The Essentials.” 

MISSION GRANTS AWARDED
The Missions Committee is proud to announce that seven organizations 
received $25,000 in mission grants this year. Among those that received 
support were: Agape Development, Amazing Place, Freedom Place, 
Hospitality Apartments, Neighbors in Action, ProSalud, and the Wesley 
Foundation at Texas Southern University. These amazing nonpro� ts are 
serving as Christ’s hands and feet in the Houston area. It is an honor to 
partner with them, while connecting West U Methodist to our neighbors 
in need. If you are interested in volunteering with any of these ministries, 
please contact wlucas@westumethodist.org.

2 West U Witness 7

Youth Ministry
HIGH SCHOOL SMALL GROUP
9-12TH GRADE
May 6 | 7 - 8 pm

YOUTH MINISTRY BIBLE STUDY
6-12TH GRADE
Wednesdays | 6 - 8 pm
May - 1, 8, 15
June - 12, 19, 26
July - 10, 24, 31

EPIC TUESDAYS
6-12TH GRADE
Select Tuesdays | 3 - 7 pm
June - 11, 25
July - 23

HANG TIME
6-12TH GRADE
Select Tuesdays | 3 - 5 pm
June - 18
July - 9, 30

Upcoming Events
MAY 5
Graduating Senior Sunday

•  Celebrating the graduations 
of our Seniors with our 
church family, 11 am

MAY 19
Con� rmation Sunday
•  Celebrating our 6th graders 

as they con� rm their faith and 
join the church, 9 am

JULY 15-20
Student Life Camp
(+ Disney World)

•  Youth trip to Daytona, FL 
beach where we worship and 
grow in faith together!

JULY 31
Senior Adult Lunch

•  Enjoy games and lunch with 
our Senior Adults, 10 am

OUTREACH & MISSIONS

OUR CHURCHSundays in the 
Sanctuary
May 5—Graduating Senior Sunday

• Rev. Carol Bruse preaching
• The Essentials: Discipline
• “A Star Is Born”
• Psalm 139:1-18

May 12—Mother’s Day
• Rev. Carol Bruse preaching
• The Essentials: Courage
• “Little Women”
• Galatians 3:23-29
• 1 Corinthians 12:1, 4-12

May 19—Con� rmation Sunday
• Rev. Carol Bruse preaching
• The Essentials: Humility
• “Casablanca”
• Psalm 131:1-3
• Philippians 2:1-11

May 26
• 10 am Farewell reception for 

Carol and Mark Bruse
• Rev. Carol Bruse preaching
• The Essentials: Gratitude
• “It’s a Wonderful Life”
• Psalm 92:1-4
• Philippians 1:3-11

June 2
• New Senior Pastor Dr. Linda 

Christians Preaching
June 9—Pentecost

• 10 am Welcome reception for 
Linda and Doug Christians

• Dr. Linda Christians Preaching
June 16 through June 30

• 9 am Traditional worship 
service

• 10 am Sunday School for all 
ages

• 11 am Contemporary worship 
service

• Rev. William Lucas preaching
July 7 through July 14

• 9 am Sunday School for all ages
• 10 am One worship service
• Rev. William Lucas preaching
• 11 am Lemonade on the lawn

July 21 through July 28
• 9 am Sunday School for all ages
• 10 am One worship service
• Dr. Linda Christians preaching
• 11 am Lemonade on the lawn

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Last summer, gathering as one faith community for worship was so well 
received, our Worship Committee voted to expand our summer worship 
schedule to last for six weeks! All are invited to join us each week as we 
worship and fellowship together.

July 7 through August 11:

• 9 am—Sunday School for all ages

• 10 am—one worship service

• 11 am—lemonade on the lawn

JUNE SERMON SERIES
This June, things are going to get Stranger. From June 16 to July 14, we’ll 
be looking at the Jesus’ teachings from the Sermon on the Mount, which 
seem to come straight from an upside down world. Rejoice when we’re 
persecuted? Anger is judged as harshly as murder? Turn the other cheek? 
Love your enemies? Jesus’ famous sermon keeps getting stranger, and 
stranger. Join us for a new sermon series entitled, “Stranger Things”.
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Pudding Day
Cross Over is our West U Methodist 
Wednesday afternoon outreach 
ministry to � fth graders, and ends 
every year with a joyful splash in 
chocolate pudding!

Champs in Overtime
By Angie Frederickson, Sta�  Writer 
March 25, 2019
via thebuzzmagazines.com

The West University Methodist 
� fth-grade boys basketball team 
(pictured) won the United Church 
Athletic League championship in a 
tight game against Annunciation 
Orthodox School. After an 
undefeated regular season, the 
West U team battled it out in a 
championship game that could 
have gone either way. The game 
went into overtime, and West 
U took the lead with only a few 
seconds left on the clock. Jack 
Stanger was the game’s top 
scorer, but the whole team was 
strong. Coach Tristan Anderson 
worked with the boys to move the 
ball quickly, and it paid o� . The 
basketball champs are (top row, 
from left) Tristan Anderson, Jayden 
Jones, Ben Marshall, Alex Hughes, 
Rustin Golshan and Jack Stanger; 
(front row, from left) Blake Kekish, 
Luke Michael, Sloan Rippstein, Jack 
Lane and Cade Mansour.

Thank You!
Thank you Chancel Choir for 
inspiring us with the Rutter 
Requiem on April 7.

MUSIC

CHILDREN’S CHOIRS
The Sonbeam and Kids of the Kingdom choirs presented their spring 
program February 24 in 9 am worship followed by a brunch in the John 
Collier High Court, where new participants received their choir cross and 
continuing participants received their next ribbon for their choir crosses. 
This year’s participants:

First Year: Cross and Red Ribbon

Second Year: White ribbon

Third Year: Purple Ribbon

Fourth Year: Green Ribbon 

Fifth Year: Gold Ribbon

Sixth Year: A Wall Cross

Gabriel Mosley Lily Schmitt Scarlett Schmitt

Kate Allen
Caroline Benitez
Lila Cooley

Sydney DeFrehn
Allie Kim
Belle Seelye

Catherine Weitzel
Elle Williams

Charlotte Allen Bonnie Kearney Henry Kearney 

Hunter DeFrehn
Charlotte Heemer

Emma Kabir
Jonathan Reed

Penelope Tsao
Ava Williams

Trey Coursey Braeden Payne Oliver Tsao

Noah Beckmann Aaron Payne Julia Varkey   

Sixth year participants, Trey Coursey, Braeden Payne, and Oliver Tsao, were 
recognized for their remarkable commitment to six years of children’s choir 
participation. Only 20 children have achieved this milestone since 2009. 
We were also proud to recognize our graduating � fth graders Trey Coursey, 
Henry Kearney, Braeden Payne, Jonathan Reed, Lily Schmitt, Oliver Tsao, 
and Julia Varley who move to the Student Ministry next school year.

Thank you to our volunteers: Sonbeam Director Dolly Thomas, Assistant 
Directors Lee Ann Payne and Jackie Richert and Sonbeam Accompanist 
Mark Bruse.

The School of Fine Arts had its 
Adult Recital on March 31st. 
Pictured above are all of our 
wonderful performers. The 
program was lovely and a great 
time was had by all! We are 
thankful for everyone who joined 
us.

Mark your calendars now for our 
24th annual Spring Recitals! The 
recitals will all be held on Sunday, 
May 19, 2019 at 2:00 pm, 4:00 pm, 
and 6:00 pm in the Sanctuary. We 
are looking forward to hearing 
some fantastic performances!

Summer Registration will open on 
May 1st! Summer Lessons will be 
held from June 10th- August 16th.

Fall Registration will open on June 
1st. Lessons for the 2019-2020 year 
will begin on September 10th.

For more information on the 
School of Fine Arts, contact 
Director Myriam Vixamar at
� nearts@westumethodist.org.

School of Fine Arts
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NOTE BURNING CELEBRATION

NEW WEBSITE LAUNCHING SOON

FAREWELL MESSAGE FROM SENIOR 
PASTOR REV. CAROL BRUSE

Adult Sunday School
Join us on Sunday mornings at 10 
am for Sunday School for all ages!

Agape Class | Room 115

Chapel Class | Chapel

Cornerstone | Room 114

Fellowship Forum | Room 117

Solomon’s Porch | Room 116

The Walk | Room 118

Vines and Branches | Room 103

Women at the Well | Room 105

Weekly Bible Studies
Lectionary Bible Study
Mondays | 4:30 pm | Room 105

Brown Bag Bible Study
Tuesdays | 12:30 pm | Room 103

Men’s Breakfast
Wednesdays | 6:30 am | Drummet

Prayer Ministry Team
Wednesdays | 9:30 am | Room 105

Student Ministries Bible Study
Wednesdays | 6 pm | Brown Room

Young Adult Home Group
Every Other Sunday | 6 pm

Find Us Online!
Our username on all three social 
media platforms is
@westumethodist. Give us a follow 
and share with your friends!

We’ve recently created a new 
Facebook group for members! 
We hope it will help build a sense 
of community among church 
members and will be a new way 
to share information about the 
church’s ministries and events. The 
link is on our Facebook page.

New Members

Matt and Jamie Sturm

I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in 
every one of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel 
from the � rst day until now. I am con� dent of this, that the one who began a 
good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ.

-Philippians 1:3-4

While Mark and I were going through our things in the parsonage, 
purging and packing, preparing for our move, I found a copy of the � rst 
church newsletter published after I arrived here at West U Methodist 
almost 9 years ago. It began with the same verses from the New 
Testament book of Philippians printed above, beginning with these 
words: “I thank my God every time I remember you.” The apostle Paul 
originally wrote those words to the Christians who worshiped together 
at Philippi, a church he dearly loved. Nine years ago, I used his words to 
express my love for you. Even before I began serving as your senior pastor, 
I was already praying for each one of you by name. Today, I use Paul’s 
words again because they still most perfectly express how very grateful I 
am for the holy privilege of serving Jesus Christ here with you! 

Although Mark and I are looking forward to our next chapter of life and 
ministry and looking forward to moving to our home in Kingwood, we 
will miss every single person we’ve had the privilege of meeting here. We 
cherish every relationship; every sta�  member, member, visitor and friend 
we have met here. In many ways, you have become our family. Leaving 
you will be di�  cult for us! We have shed many tears, and will shed many 
more before we leave! 

However, again, in the words of Paul, “I am con� dent of this, that the 
one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion”! 
God is clearly working for good through our Texas Annual Conference 
United Methodist Church Bishop Scott Jones and Central South District 
Superintendent Dr. Jesse Brannen because they have chosen a wonderful 
new leader to serve as your Senior Pastor! I’ve had the joy of knowing and 
working with Dr. Linda Christians for many years, and I cannot imagine 
a more gifted and excellent preacher, pastor, and leader to serve as your 
new Senior Pastor! I am so excited about your next chapter of life and 
ministry, and Mark and I will continue praying for you, and for Linda and 
her husband Doug, as you continue to serve Jesus Christ together here at 
West U Methodist!

Thanks so much to all of you who have already contributed to the How 
Firm a Foundation capital campaign, and all of you who were present for 
our � rst note burning on our “back yard” on Sunday, March 3! More great 
news: After paying o�  the � rst of our three property loans and receiving 
additional generous donations, our capital campaign funds now total 
$936,200.87! Stay tuned to our weekly email updates: Church leaders are 
working now to recommend next steps to put these dollars to work!

Great progress has been made on our new website and we will be 
launching it very soon! It is currently making its way through the Website 
committee and Board of Stewards.

Wednesday 
Fellowship Lunch
This summer, the Wednesday 
Fellowship Lunch will meet at 10 
am on June 26, July 31 with our 
youth, and August 28. Everyone is 
invited to join us for lunch, games, 
and a short devotional!

College & Young 
Adult Home Group
HOME GROUP
May 5, 19 | 6 - 8 pm

GAME NIGHT
Saturday, July 22 | 7 pm

YOUNG ADULT AFTER CHURCH LUNCH
June 30, July 28 | 12 pm

DYNAMO GAME
Saturday, July 27 | 7 pm

TOP GOLF
Saturday, August 10 | 7 pm

For more info
bhenley@westumethodist.org.
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Houston through the Christian Community Service Center (CCSC) will be 
August 24-25.

MAY SERMON SERIES: “THE ESSENTIALS”
Do you remember The Essentials, the Turner Classic Movies � lm series 
celebrating the “essential” must-watch movies of all time? It aired weekly 
for almost 16 years; from 2001 to 2017. During this month of May, Rev. 
Carol Bruse will be ending her nine years serving as Senior Pastor by using 
some of these movie classics to help us focus on the essential practices 
of our Christian faith: discipline, courage, humility, and gratitude. Join us 
in the sanctuary, May 5 though May 26, for a new sermon series, entitled 
“The Essentials.” 

MISSION GRANTS AWARDED
The Missions Committee is proud to announce that seven organizations 
received $25,000 in mission grants this year. Among those that received 
support were: Agape Development, Amazing Place, Freedom Place, 
Hospitality Apartments, Neighbors in Action, ProSalud, and the Wesley 
Foundation at Texas Southern University. These amazing nonpro� ts are 
serving as Christ’s hands and feet in the Houston area. It is an honor to 
partner with them, while connecting West U Methodist to our neighbors 
in need. If you are interested in volunteering with any of these ministries, 
please contact wlucas@westumethodist.org.
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Youth Ministry
HIGH SCHOOL SMALL GROUP
9-12TH GRADE
May 6 | 7 - 8 pm

YOUTH MINISTRY BIBLE STUDY
6-12TH GRADE
Wednesdays | 6 - 8 pm
May - 1, 8, 15
June - 12, 19, 26
July - 10, 24, 31

EPIC TUESDAYS
6-12TH GRADE
Select Tuesdays | 3 - 7 pm
June - 11, 25
July - 23

HANG TIME
6-12TH GRADE
Select Tuesdays | 3 - 5 pm
June - 18
July - 9, 30

Upcoming Events
MAY 5
Graduating Senior Sunday

•  Celebrating the graduations 
of our Seniors with our 
church family, 11 am

MAY 19
Con� rmation Sunday
•  Celebrating our 6th graders 

as they con� rm their faith and 
join the church, 9 am

JULY 15-20
Student Life Camp
(+ Disney World)

•  Youth trip to Daytona, FL 
beach where we worship and 
grow in faith together!

JULY 31
Senior Adult Lunch

•  Enjoy games and lunch with 
our Senior Adults, 10 am

OUTREACH & MISSIONS

OUR CHURCHSundays in the 
Sanctuary
May 5—Graduating Senior Sunday

• Rev. Carol Bruse preaching
• The Essentials: Discipline
• “A Star Is Born”
• Psalm 139:1-18

May 12—Mother’s Day
• Rev. Carol Bruse preaching
• The Essentials: Courage
• “Little Women”
• Galatians 3:23-29
• 1 Corinthians 12:1, 4-12

May 19—Con� rmation Sunday
• Rev. Carol Bruse preaching
• The Essentials: Humility
• “Casablanca”
• Psalm 131:1-3
• Philippians 2:1-11

May 26
• 10 am Farewell reception for 

Carol and Mark Bruse
• Rev. Carol Bruse preaching
• The Essentials: Gratitude
• “It’s a Wonderful Life”
• Psalm 92:1-4
• Philippians 1:3-11

June 2
• New Senior Pastor Dr. Linda 

Christians Preaching
June 9—Pentecost

• 10 am Welcome reception for 
Linda and Doug Christians

• Dr. Linda Christians Preaching
June 16 through June 30

• 9 am Traditional worship 
service

• 10 am Sunday School for all 
ages

• 11 am Contemporary worship 
service

• Rev. William Lucas preaching
July 7 through July 14

• 9 am Sunday School for all ages
• 10 am One worship service
• Rev. William Lucas preaching
• 11 am Lemonade on the lawn

July 21 through July 28
• 9 am Sunday School for all ages
• 10 am One worship service
• Dr. Linda Christians preaching
• 11 am Lemonade on the lawn

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Last summer, gathering as one faith community for worship was so well 
received, our Worship Committee voted to expand our summer worship 
schedule to last for six weeks! All are invited to join us each week as we 
worship and fellowship together.

July 7 through August 11:

• 9 am—Sunday School for all ages

• 10 am—one worship service

• 11 am—lemonade on the lawn

JUNE SERMON SERIES
This June, things are going to get Stranger. From June 16 to July 14, we’ll 
be looking at the Jesus’ teachings from the Sermon on the Mount, which 
seem to come straight from an upside down world. Rejoice when we’re 
persecuted? Anger is judged as harshly as murder? Turn the other cheek? 
Love your enemies? Jesus’ famous sermon keeps getting stranger, and 
stranger. Join us for a new sermon series entitled, “Stranger Things”.
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SAVE THE DATE SHARINGSAVE THE DATE

DOWNLOAD OUR APP for iPhone,
iPad, and Android

SIMPLIFIED GIVING - ONLINE
You can give tithes and o�erings
online at westumethodist.org, or
contact Mary Farley at
mfarley@westumethodist.org

Like us on Facebook 
facebook.com/westumethodist

Follow us on Twitter 
twitter.com/westumethodist

Follow us on Instagram
instagram.com/westumethodist
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MAY 12 Mother’s Day

MAY 18 Pack 266 Graduation

MAY 19 Con� rmation Sunday
School of Fine Arts Recitals

MAY 26 Farewell Reception for Carol 
and Mark Bruse

MAY 26-29 Texas Annual Conference

MAY 27 Memorial Day

JUNE 3-7 Vacation Bible School

JUNE 9 Pentecost
Welcome Reception for Linda and 
Doug Christians

JUNE 10-26 Summer Camps

JUNE 16 Father’s Day

JUNE 30 Holly Hall service

JULY 4 Independence Day

JULY 8-26 Summer Camps

JULY 15-20 Student Life Camp
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Beginning July 1, Dr. Linda Christians 
will be appointed as our new Senior 
Pastor! Please make every e� ort to 
welcome Linda and her husband Doug!

First sermons: 9 and 11 am, Sunday, 
June 2 and 9, Sanctuary

Welcome Reception: 10 am, Sunday, 
June 9, John Collier High Court

Dear West U 
Family,

A few weeks ago, 
my appointment
to West U was 
announced. I 
was in a meeting 
with several 
other clergy and 
immediately I 
received words of congratulation. 
Pastor Marilyn White from Trinity 
UMC near downtown, whom I’ve 
known for several years came up 
to me with tears in her eyes. She 
said, “Linda, I can’t say enough 
good things about the people at 
West U. If they had not given of 
themselves, their time and money, 
we still wouldn’t be back in business 
after Hurricane Harvey destroyed 

our church. Our hearts are full of 
gratitude for them.” The way she 
spoke of West U warmed my heart 
and con� rmed even more that this 
was the place God was calling me to 
serve.

I didn’t always know I was going to 
be a pastor, but I’ve always wanted 
to help and care for others. I worked 
as a surgical nurse, owned a home 
health care agency, and volunteered 
for our church - all with a desire to 
care for the people that God placed 
within my reach. It was after Doug, 
my husband, and I took our � rst trip 
to the Holy Land in 1997 with Dr. 
Jim Fleming, a biblical scholar and 
archaeologist, that I felt the initial 
stirring of serving as a pastor: to care 
for, shepherd, teach, and help equip 
people to become all who God is 
calling them to become. 

For the past twenty-one years, I 
have served at St. Luke’s United 
Methodist Church. I’m very grateful 
to have served in one church where 
my family could form life-long 
relationships and grow and mature 
in their faith. My family includes 
my wonderful husband, Doug, 
whom I have been married to for 

twenty-seven years. We have two 
grown children, Zach and Emily. 
Doug is a software developer; 
Zach is a marine engineer who 
works out of Galveston; and Emily 
is a preconstruction estimator in 
Houston. They are all grounded in 
their faith and this gives me great 
joy and an indescribable freedom 
to make this transition to serving at 
West U.

I know West U is a wonderful place 
to serve and I’m excited to start this 
next chapter in ministry. I want you 
to know that for the next several 
months my plan is to look, listen, 
learn, and love; and for several more 
months to look, listen, learn, love, 
and then lead. All of this will be done 
in relationship with you and while 
immersed in discerning prayer. Until 
then, may the abiding peace and 
presence of God hold you steadfast in 
hope and love as you begin this time 
of transition.

With love and a grateful heart, 

Note Burning

Read more on page 4

Sundays in the Sanctuary

Read more on page 2

Summer Worship 
Schedule
July 7—August 11 

• 9 am Sunday 
School for all 
ages

• 10 am one 
worship service

• 11 am lemonade 
on the lawn Farewell Message from 

Rev. Carol Bruse
Read more on page 5

WELCOME OUR NEW SENIOR PASTOR, DR. LINDA CHRISTIANS!


