
FROM THE PERSPECTIVE OF THE ANGELS

“…The angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; 

for see — I am bringing you good news of 

great joy…’”  Luke 2:10

Are you ready for Christmas?  This year—

after hurricane Harvey, after so many 

storms and earthquakes and shootings—

some of us aren’t sure.  From our 

perspective, there’s not much to celebrate.  

So during this Advent season, we’ll be 

looking at the original Christmas story from 

the perspective of the angels.  

Did you know that in Matthew and Luke’s 

� rst 2 chapters angels appear 6 times?  

Each time they appear, the angels deliver 

messages of hope to people who aren’t 

sure there is much to celebrate. 

Join us Sundays in the Sanctuary beginning 

December 3, as we look at these powerful 

ancient stories again through the eyes of 

God’s messengers.  As we hear again the 

angels’ words of comfort and hope, may 

God prepare us to truly enjoy celebrating 

this holy season together! 

Grace and peace,

FROM THE SENIOR PASTOR

NOVEMBER 2017
“My Story, Our Story, God’s Story” 
continues with a new focus: Moses
Sunday, November 5
9 and 11 am

•  “Moses, Shiphrah, and Puah”
•  All Saints Sunday
•  Luke Wall’s baptism 
•  Sonbeam choir sings
•  Daylight Saving Time ends

Sunday, November 12
9 and 11 am 

•  “Moses, Jethro, and Zipporah”
•  Kids of the Kingdom choir 

sings
•  10 am to 1 pm Rise Against 

Hunger
Sunday, November 19
9 and 11 am

•  Thanksgiving Services
•  “Moses and Aaron”

Sunday, November 26
9 and 11 am 

•  Christ the King Sunday
•  “Samuel and David”
•  Rev. William Lucas preaching
•  Annie Allen’s baptism

DECEMBER 2017
“Christmas from the perspective  
of angels”

Sunday, December 3
First Sunday of Advent
9 am 

•  G.F. Handel’s “Messiah” 
presented by Chancel Choir

11 am
•  “Service of Hope” 

For those who have 
experienced � ooding or 
loss this year. A time to 
acknowledge our grief 
and prepare to celebrate 
Christmas.

•  “Loss from the perspective      
of angels”

Sunday, December 10
Second Sunday of Advent
9 and 11 am

•  “Mary from the perspective    
of angels”

•  Wesley Ringers perform
6 pm

•  Christmas Alive and 
Community Celebration

•  Happy Birthday Jesus party
Sunday, December 17
Third Sunday of Advent
9 and 11 am

•  “Joseph from the perspective
of angels”

Continued on Pg. 2
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SIMPLIFIED GIVING - ONLINE
You can give tithes and o�erings
online at westumethodist.org, or
contact Mary Farley at
mfarley@westumethodist.org

 

Like us on Facebook 
facebook.com/westumethodist

Follow us on Twitter 
twitter.com/westumethodist

Follow us on Instagram
instagram.com/westumethodist  

 IN THIS ISSUE
 

 

 

Our Church 2

Children and Youth 3

Response to Hurricane Harvey                   4-5

Music 6

Missions & Outreach 7

Save-the-Dates 8

NOVEMBER 3-5 Youth Fall Retreat

NOVEMBER 5 All Saints’ Sunday
Daylight savings time ends
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NOVEMBER 14 Multi-Church Charge
Conference at Westminster
UMC at 6:30 pm
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Clothing Drive

NOVEMBER 23 Happy Thanksgiving!  

DECEMBER 1 Dinner for 6
Friday Fun Night

DECEMBER 3 First Sunday of Advent
Chancel Choir Messiah at 9 am
Blue Christmas Service at 11 am

DECEMBER 10 Christmas Alive
Happy Birthday Jesus Party
at 6 pm

DECEMBER 17 Christmas Alive
rain date

DECEMBER 24 Christmas Eve
Services at 11 am, 4 pm, and 6 
pm
No Sunday School

DECEMBER 25 Merry Christmas!

DECEMBER 31 10 am Worship
Service only
No Sunday School

JANUARY 1 Happy New Year!
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JANUARY 9 Leadership Listening 
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OUR CHURCH

TROOP 266

MISSIONS & OUTREACH
SCHOOL OF FINE ARTS EXPRESSES APPRECIATION

The School of Fine Arts Board wishes 
to express deepest appreciation to 
Janet Lindley for her seven years of 
passionate service as Director of the 
School of Fine Arts. During Janet’s 
tenure, the School of Fine Arts has 
risen to over 90 students, added a 
3rd year-end recital, and enjoyed 
new initiatives, like the annual Adult 
Recital and Adult Music Evenings in 
homes. Students and Board members, 
many of them students, will miss 
Janet’s warm welcome as they enter 
the doors for their weekly lessons.

HANGING OF THE GREENS
Sunday, November 26, 11 am - 1 pm
We will bless the “greens” (tree 
and wreaths) which will adorn 
our church during the Advent 
Season during worship services. 
Stay and help us decorate 
the church for Advent and 
Christmas! A light lunch will be 
available in the Parlor. For more 
info wlucas@westumethodist.org.

LAITY SUNDAY
On October 8, we had our Laity Sunday Worship Service. Laity Sunday 
is an annual celebration of the ministry of Christians of all ages, here at 
church and in the home, workplace, community and world. Many thanks 
to Leroy McCarley (Lay Leader), Laura Elwood (Laity Sunday speaker), 
other lay members who lead in worship both on this celebration day and 
every Sunday. A big thank you all the lay leaders and servants in this 
congregation who make our ministries possible. 

75TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE TROOP 266 CHARTER
Troop 266 will celebrate the 75th anniversary of its charter at West U 
Methodist during Scout Sunday Service on February 
11th (and at the Baden Powell Dinner on Tuesday 
February 20th). In preparation for the celebration, 
they are collecting historical documents, photos, 
videos, � lms, articles, etc. about the troop. If you or 
someone you know might want to share any of these 
items or written remembrances about the troop 
please send them to ryanmatt1@gmail.com. All photos and videos need 
to be submitted by December 30. For more info Matt Ryan, Scoutmaster 
Troop 266, call 713-494-7002 or e-mail ryanmatt1@gmail.com.

RISE AGAINST HUNGER MEAL 
PACKAGING EVENT
No, you didn’t miss it! Because 
of Harvey, our annual meal 
packaging event with Rise 
Against Hunger was postponed 
until November 12. This year, 
we’ll package 25,000 meals for 
people in need around the world. Join us from 10 am - 1 pm in the John 
Collier High Court on November 12 and remember to wear comfortable 
shoes. For more info wlucas@westumethodist.org.

ANNUAL THANKSGIVING FOOD & CLOTHING DRIVE
We will have our annual Thanksgiving Food and Clothing Drive bene� tting 
the Christian Community Service Center (CCSC) on November 18 and 19. 

Be on the lookout for grocery bags with an 
attached list of needed items. Please take 
these bags and the list with you on your next 
trip to the grocery store. During Advent, you 
will also see the Giving Trees around the 
church. These trees have ornaments with 
labels that describe the needs of various 

organizations in Houston and suggest ways you can help our neighbors 
in need. Thank you for giving generously to both of these great ministries!  
For more info wlucas@westumethodist.org.

HOUSTON MARATHON
Coming up on January 14 is the annual 
Houston Marathon, which runs in front 
of our church. This is a great opportunity 
to not only cheer on the runners but 
also reach out to the people who 
gather along University Boulevard to 
watch their friends and family who 
are participating in the race. We are 
planning on joining the crowd to cheer 
on the runners with pompoms and noise 
makers. In addition, this year we are 
going to provide breakfast, co� ee, and water to the community. We will 
also be handing out gifts to our neighbors who come to the church to 
support the runners. All are invited to join us as we cheer on the runners 
and welcome our neighbors.  For more info wlucas@westumethodist.org.
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Young Adult Group
Our young adult home group 
continues to meet every other 
Sunday from 6-8 pm at members’ 
homes for food, fellowship, 
prayer, and a Bible study. We are 
currently studying C.S. Lewis’ Mere 
Christianity. All college students 
and young adults are invited to 
join us! For the next host home’s 
address, e-mail
wlucas@westumethodist.org.

HOME GROUP
November- 5, 19
December- 3, 17

CHRISTMAS PARTY
WHITE ELEPHANT GIFT EXCHANGE
DECEMBER 17
The Young Adults will be hosting a 
Christmas party on December 17. 
So grab your favorite card or board 
game(s), a White Elephant gift ($20 
max), an ugly Christmas sweater, a 
dish or dessert to share and join us 
for a night of fellowship with other 
young adults.

Fellowship
The next opportunity to join us 
for a night on the town, through 
Dinner for 6, is December 1 at
7 pm. Nursery is available and 
childcare is provided through 
Friday Fun Night. Sign-up, meet 
us in the chapel at 7 pm, and we’ll 
have your group and a dinner 
reservation ready to go. For more 
info and to sign up, 
wlucas@westumethodist.org.

West U Methodist 
“Walk”
JANUARY 21, 10 AM
It’s time for another West U 
Methodist “Walk”! The “Walk” is 
a church tour and information 
session specially for any of our 
new and prospective members. 
Everyone is invited! For more info 
and to sign up,
wlucas@westumethodist.org.

Sunday, December 24
Christmas Eve

•  “Christmas from the perspective 
of angels” 

•  All three services include:
Communion & Candlelighting

•  No Sunday School; Nursery care
provided throughout

11 am
•  Contemporary Worship with

Worship Band
4 pm

•  Traditional Worship with
Children’s Choirs 

6 pm
•  Traditional Worship with

Brass Ensemble
Sunday, December 31
First Sunday after Christmas
New Year’s Eve
10 am

•  One Worship Service
     •   “Keep Simeon in Christmas”

•  Rev. William Lucas preaching
•  No Sunday School

JANUARY 2018
“My Story, Our Story, God’s Story” 
continues with a new focus:  Peter
Sunday, January 7
9 and 11 am
     •   Epiphany Sunday
     •   “Peter and John”

•  Rev. William Lucas preaching
Sunday, January 14
9 and 11 am
      •   “Peter and Gamaliel”
Sunday, January 21
9 and 11 am

•  “Peter and Cornelius”
Sunday, January 28
9 and 11 am

•   “Peter, Mary, and Rhoda”

IN  THE SANCTUARY
Continued from Pg. 1



             Nov | Dec 2017 | Jan 2018 | Volume 9 | Issue 4

MUSIC CHILDREN

STUDENTS
YOUTH SUNDAY
On October 15th, the 11 am service was led by our very own West U 
Student Ministry! Every role that goes into making a successful service 
was � lled by a student: greeters, ushers, prayer leaders, worship band, 
singers, communion leaders, and speakers. Our three featured speakers 
for this event were Tessa Johnson, Cameron Moore & Kathryn Taylor. They 
did an excellent job imparting their experiences in this church and their 
ongoing relationship with God. 

CELEBRATE 31 YEARS OF  CHRISTMAS ALIVE
One Performance, Sunday, December 10, 6 pm (rain date is December 17)
Dress Rehearsal – Saturday, December 9 from 4-6 pm 
An all-community Christmas Party follows at 6:30 pm in the backyard, 
including:

•  Camel Rides
•  Petting Zoo
•  Happy Birthday Jesus Party 
•  Food Trucks for dinner purchases (food service begins after

program has ended)

Dessert Tent provided by our Sunday School Classes.

Church-wide participation is needed! Sign up links as follows:
•  Cast and support for the 6 pm program: K-5th angel choir;

6th-12th student shepherds; adult/student town choir, stable
set-up, greeters, wassail servers, take down, and more. Sign-up at 
https://goo.gl/dRxJJJ

•  Christmas Party: hosts, Happy Birthday Jesus Party helpers, dessert          
table helpers, set-up, take down

BIRDS & BEES PARENTING SEMINAR
Sunday, January 28, 10 am – 11:30 am
Parents of toddlers and young elementary age 

children are invited to attend The Birds & The Bees parenting 
seminar. The Birds & The Bees was established as a way to 
help parents learn a well-balanced approach to talking to 
their kids about sex. For more information vsavage@westumethodist.org.

MESSIAH BY G.F. HANDEL
One Performance, Sunday, December 3, 9 am 
One of the most celebrated and recognized musical compositions 
of all time presented by Chancel Choir, Chancel Choir soloists, and 
instrumentalists.
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Student Ministry
BIBLE STUDY 
6-12TH GRADE
November- 1, 8, 15, 29
December- 6, 13

METHODIST YOUTH FELLOWSHIP
6-12TH GRADE
November- 12, 26

HIGH SCHOOL SMALL GROUP
9-12TH GRADE
November- 6, 13, 20, 27
December- 4

FRIDAY FUN NIGHT
November- 3
December- 1
January - 12

Children’s Music
CHRISTMAS EVE SINGING
Calling all K-5th grade children for 
Christmas Eve Singing! Preparation 
for Christmas Eve singing takes 
place in 3 rehearsals: Sundays 
November 19, December 3, and 
December 17 from 5-5:50 pm 
in the Drummet Building. (If 
Christmas Alive is rained out, the 
children will rehearse December 
10, not December 17.) The children 
sing at the 4:00 pm service. Warm-
up time on Christmas Eve is 3:15 
pm.  All children who are in town 
Christmas Eve are encouraged to 
participate whether or not they 
have previously been involved in 
children’s choirs. Sign-up at
https://goo.gl/vuJZpp

CHILDREN’S CHOIRS IN THE NEW YEAR
Spring rehearsals for both 
Sonbeam Choir (K-2nd) and Kids of 
the Kingdom Choir, (3rd-5th) will 
be January 7– February 18. Both 
choirs sing February 11 in 9 am 
worship as a part of the Children’s-
Led Worship. The end of the year 
program is during 11 am worship 
on February 25. The spring session 
is a great entry point for children 
not yet involved in the choirs this 
school year.

Save-the-Date
RESCHEDULED!
FEBRUARY 24, 2018
J Taylor Memorial Golf Tournament

Save-the-Date
HAPPY BIRTHDAY JESUS PARTY
DECEMBER 10
Following the 6 pm performance 
of Christmas Alive.

Spring Kids
on the Court
Registration for the Kids on the 
Court for the spring semester 
begins November 1. Tuesdays is 
K-2nd grade and Thursdays is 3rd-
4th grade. You can register online 
at westumethodist.org.

Upcoming Events
NOVEMBER 3-5
Fall Retreat at Camp Tejas

JANUARY 2-6
High School Youth Ski Trip in 
Snowmass, CO
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Baptism
MORGAN BLAIR MUEHLBERGER, 
daughter of Ashley & Scott 
Muehlberger

We Remember
DIANE MCNEELY
June 2, 1947 — August 3, 2017

New Members
STACI & ABBY DEGREGORI

Multi-Church
Charge Conference
November 14, 6:30 pm
Westminster United Methodist Church,
5801 San Felipe St., Houston, TX 77057
Join us as we meet with three sister 
churches for our annual church
business meeting! For more info 
mbell@westumethodist.org.

Service of Hope
December 3
11 am Contemporary Worship Service
For those who have experienced 
� ooding or loss this year. Our 
Service of Hope will be a time to 
acknowledge our grief and prepare 
to celebrate Christmas.

WEST U METHODIST RESPONDS AFTER HURRICANE HARVEY
Even though hurricane Harvey devastated our community, and � ooded 
over 25 of our 400 church member families and almost half of our full-
time sta�  members, West U Methodist members immediately reached out 
to help each other and extend the love of Jesus Christ to our neighbors!  
While it was still raining, volunteer teams began cleaning up and drying 
out houses and moving belongings to dry quarters.  Before stores even 
reopened, members stepped up to o� er tools, supplies, cold drinks and 
lunches for work teams; and temporary housing and hot meals for � ooded 
families.  Thanks to Olivia Benitez, we were able to open our chapel to 
help West U Elementary collect uniforms, backpacks, and school supplies 
for � ooded schoolchildren in Meyerland. 

Thanks to Connie and Raleigh Williamson, we were able to share our 
showers, clean towels, soap and shampoo with � ood victims sheltering 
at Lakewood Church.  Our Youth and Boy Scouts worked tirelessly at one 
job site after another alongside our amazing volunteer adult work teams.  
Our Cub Scouts created dozens of buckets of cleaning supplies to assist 
� ooded families in need.  Thanks to Je�  Thomas’s friend Jim Munchbach, 
we were able to o� er three � ood insurance adjustor seminars for � ooded 
families in our community, creating a safe, loving and compassionate 
place for families to gather for accurate information.  Volunteer disaster 
relief coordinators Amanda Dearborn, Pinet McBride, and Dale Waller 
are still caring for our � ooded members individually, making God’s love 
tangible through encouraging words, home cooked meals, play time for 
� ooded children, and assistance with � ood insurance paperwork.

Our children’s and student ministry teams created and delivered care 
packages to every student and child e� ected by the � ooding.  And we’ll 
be there for families as they � nish rebuilding and move from temporary 
housing back to their homes.  Thanks to Dolly Thomas, Kim Weill, and 
Lisa Smolen, we’ll be able to o� er help replacing furniture and small 
appliances.  Thanks to Paula Arnold, we’re also ready to begin hosting 
volunteer disaster relief teams from other cities and states who are willing 
to come to Houston and help our entire community clean up, dry out, and 
rebuild.  Because of all of you who helped and all of you who continue to 
help lead this labor of love, we are so very proud of our congregation!

RESPONSE TO HURRICANE HARVEY RESPONSE TO HURRICANE HARVEY continued
HURRICANE HARVEY RELIEF FUND
$70,000 has been given to our West U 
Methodist Hurricane Harvey Relief Fund by 
faithful members and friends, and is already 
working hard to assist members, sta� , and 
others in our community clean up, heal, 
recover, and rebuild!  You have our assurance 
that every penny is being spent to help � ood 
victims.  No administrative fees or “overhead” 
costs will be deducted from these donations.  
If any funds remain after we help our 
community recover from hurricane Harvey, 
we will donate them directly to the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) to 
help future hurricane victims in the name of 
Jesus Christ.  If you would like to give, please 
write checks to “West U Methodist” with “� ood 
relief” or “Harvey relief” in the memo line, or 
give online at westumethodist.org.  Thank you 
for giving generously! 

WEST U METHODIST MASTER PLAN… AFTER HURRICANE HARVEY  
Because hurricane Harvey � ooded many faithful church members and 
devastated our community in late August, on October 3, our church’s 
governing board voted to postpone plans for an assessment study 
designed to help us move forward in funding a portion of our church’s 
new master plan with a capital campaign.  In early 2018, the Board 
will meet again, reassess, and decide when to move forward.  In the 
meantime, if you have questions or concerns, don’t hesitate to contact 
Board of Stewards chairperson Steve Weddle or vice chair Lee Newick, 
Capital Campaign chair Greg Waller, Building Committee chair Mike Weill, 
or Senior Pastor Rev. Carol Bruse.

Journey’s of Paul
Mediterranean 
Cruise
For 10 days in October, 10 West U 
Methodist members and friends 
retraced parts of the Apostle Paul’s 
journeys in Greece, Malta, and 
Italy. Between sailing on Royal 
Caribbean’s Jewel of the Seas, 
dining on the cli� s of Santorini, 
and wandering through the maze-
like catacombs from Rome’s 2nd 
century, we got to walk the same 
roads Paul walked, stand where 
Paul stood, and kneel where Paul 
lies today. This trip opened up the 
scriptures and Christian history to 
us in a way never before imagined. 
Rome, Athens, and Corinth will 
never look the same to us. We will 
never read Acts and Paul’s letters 
the same again.

Did you know the church has its 
own smart phone app? Search 
“West U Methodist” in your 
phone’s app store to � nd it. It’s 
perfect for Sunday worship, 
giving electronically, and staying 
up to date on what’s happening.
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MUSIC CHILDREN

STUDENTS
YOUTH SUNDAY
On October 15th, the 11 am service was led by our very own West U 
Student Ministry! Every role that goes into making a successful service 
was � lled by a student: greeters, ushers, prayer leaders, worship band, 
singers, communion leaders, and speakers. Our three featured speakers 
for this event were Tessa Johnson, Cameron Moore & Kathryn Taylor. They 
did an excellent job imparting their experiences in this church and their 
ongoing relationship with God. 

CELEBRATE 31 YEARS OF  CHRISTMAS ALIVE
One Performance, Sunday, December 10, 6 pm (rain date is December 17)
Dress Rehearsal – Saturday, December 9 from 4-6 pm 
An all-community Christmas Party follows at 6:30 pm in the backyard, 
including:

•  Camel Rides
•  Petting Zoo
•  Happy Birthday Jesus Party 
•  Food Trucks for dinner purchases (food service begins after

program has ended)

Dessert Tent provided by our Sunday School Classes.

Church-wide participation is needed! Sign up links as follows:
•  Cast and support for the 6 pm program: K-5th angel choir;

6th-12th student shepherds; adult/student town choir, stable
set-up, greeters, wassail servers, take down, and more. Sign-up at 
https://goo.gl/dRxJJJ

•  Christmas Party: hosts, Happy Birthday Jesus Party helpers, dessert          
table helpers, set-up, take down

BIRDS & BEES PARENTING SEMINAR
Sunday, January 28, 10 am – 11:30 am
Parents of toddlers and young elementary age 

children are invited to attend The Birds & The Bees parenting 
seminar. The Birds & The Bees was established as a way to 
help parents learn a well-balanced approach to talking to 
their kids about sex. For more information vsavage@westumethodist.org.

MESSIAH BY G.F. HANDEL
One Performance, Sunday, December 3, 9 am 
One of the most celebrated and recognized musical compositions 
of all time presented by Chancel Choir, Chancel Choir soloists, and 
instrumentalists.
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METHODIST YOUTH FELLOWSHIP
6-12TH GRADE
November- 12, 26

HIGH SCHOOL SMALL GROUP
9-12TH GRADE
November- 6, 13, 20, 27
December- 4

FRIDAY FUN NIGHT
November- 3
December- 1
January - 12

Children’s Music
CHRISTMAS EVE SINGING
Calling all K-5th grade children for 
Christmas Eve Singing! Preparation 
for Christmas Eve singing takes 
place in 3 rehearsals: Sundays 
November 19, December 3, and 
December 17 from 5-5:50 pm 
in the Drummet Building. (If 
Christmas Alive is rained out, the 
children will rehearse December 
10, not December 17.) The children 
sing at the 4:00 pm service. Warm-
up time on Christmas Eve is 3:15 
pm.  All children who are in town 
Christmas Eve are encouraged to 
participate whether or not they 
have previously been involved in 
children’s choirs. Sign-up at
https://goo.gl/vuJZpp

CHILDREN’S CHOIRS IN THE NEW YEAR
Spring rehearsals for both 
Sonbeam Choir (K-2nd) and Kids of 
the Kingdom Choir, (3rd-5th) will 
be January 7– February 18. Both 
choirs sing February 11 in 9 am 
worship as a part of the Children’s-
Led Worship. The end of the year 
program is during 11 am worship 
on February 25. The spring session 
is a great entry point for children 
not yet involved in the choirs this 
school year.

Save-the-Date
RESCHEDULED!
FEBRUARY 24, 2018
J Taylor Memorial Golf Tournament

Save-the-Date
HAPPY BIRTHDAY JESUS PARTY
DECEMBER 10
Following the 6 pm performance 
of Christmas Alive.

Spring Kids
on the Court
Registration for the Kids on the 
Court for the spring semester 
begins November 1. Tuesdays is 
K-2nd grade and Thursdays is 3rd-
4th grade. You can register online 
at westumethodist.org.

Upcoming Events
NOVEMBER 3-5
Fall Retreat at Camp Tejas

JANUARY 2-6
High School Youth Ski Trip in 
Snowmass, CO
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MISSIONS & OUTREACH
SCHOOL OF FINE ARTS EXPRESSES APPRECIATION

The School of Fine Arts Board wishes 
to express deepest appreciation to 
Janet Lindley for her seven years of 
passionate service as Director of the 
School of Fine Arts. During Janet’s 
tenure, the School of Fine Arts has 
risen to over 90 students, added a 
3rd year-end recital, and enjoyed 
new initiatives, like the annual Adult 
Recital and Adult Music Evenings in 
homes. Students and Board members, 
many of them students, will miss 
Janet’s warm welcome as they enter 
the doors for their weekly lessons.

HANGING OF THE GREENS
Sunday, November 26, 11 am - 1 pm
We will bless the “greens” (tree 
and wreaths) which will adorn 
our church during the Advent 
Season during worship services. 
Stay and help us decorate 
the church for Advent and 
Christmas! A light lunch will be 
available in the Parlor. For more 
info wlucas@westumethodist.org.

LAITY SUNDAY
On October 8, we had our Laity Sunday Worship Service. Laity Sunday 
is an annual celebration of the ministry of Christians of all ages, here at 
church and in the home, workplace, community and world. Many thanks 
to Leroy McCarley (Lay Leader), Laura Elwood (Laity Sunday speaker), 
other lay members who lead in worship both on this celebration day and 
every Sunday. A big thank you all the lay leaders and servants in this 
congregation who make our ministries possible. 

75TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE TROOP 266 CHARTER
Troop 266 will celebrate the 75th anniversary of its charter at West U 
Methodist during Scout Sunday Service on February 
11th (and at the Baden Powell Dinner on Tuesday 
February 20th). In preparation for the celebration, 
they are collecting historical documents, photos, 
videos, � lms, articles, etc. about the troop. If you or 
someone you know might want to share any of these 
items or written remembrances about the troop 
please send them to ryanmatt1@gmail.com. All photos and videos need 
to be submitted by December 30. For more info Matt Ryan, Scoutmaster 
Troop 266, call 713-494-7002 or e-mail ryanmatt1@gmail.com.

RISE AGAINST HUNGER MEAL 
PACKAGING EVENT
No, you didn’t miss it! Because 
of Harvey, our annual meal 
packaging event with Rise 
Against Hunger was postponed 
until November 12. This year, 
we’ll package 25,000 meals for 
people in need around the world. Join us from 10 am - 1 pm in the John 
Collier High Court on November 12 and remember to wear comfortable 
shoes. For more info wlucas@westumethodist.org.

ANNUAL THANKSGIVING FOOD & CLOTHING DRIVE
We will have our annual Thanksgiving Food and Clothing Drive bene� tting 
the Christian Community Service Center (CCSC) on November 18 and 19. 

Be on the lookout for grocery bags with an 
attached list of needed items. Please take 
these bags and the list with you on your next 
trip to the grocery store. During Advent, you 
will also see the Giving Trees around the 
church. These trees have ornaments with 
labels that describe the needs of various 

organizations in Houston and suggest ways you can help our neighbors 
in need. Thank you for giving generously to both of these great ministries!  
For more info wlucas@westumethodist.org.

HOUSTON MARATHON
Coming up on January 14 is the annual 
Houston Marathon, which runs in front 
of our church. This is a great opportunity 
to not only cheer on the runners but 
also reach out to the people who 
gather along University Boulevard to 
watch their friends and family who 
are participating in the race. We are 
planning on joining the crowd to cheer 
on the runners with pompoms and noise 
makers. In addition, this year we are 
going to provide breakfast, co� ee, and water to the community. We will 
also be handing out gifts to our neighbors who come to the church to 
support the runners. All are invited to join us as we cheer on the runners 
and welcome our neighbors.  For more info wlucas@westumethodist.org.
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Young Adult Group
Our young adult home group 
continues to meet every other 
Sunday from 6-8 pm at members’ 
homes for food, fellowship, 
prayer, and a Bible study. We are 
currently studying C.S. Lewis’ Mere 
Christianity. All college students 
and young adults are invited to 
join us! For the next host home’s 
address, e-mail
wlucas@westumethodist.org.

HOME GROUP
November- 5, 19
December- 3, 17

CHRISTMAS PARTY
WHITE ELEPHANT GIFT EXCHANGE
DECEMBER 17
The Young Adults will be hosting a 
Christmas party on December 17. 
So grab your favorite card or board 
game(s), a White Elephant gift ($20 
max), an ugly Christmas sweater, a 
dish or dessert to share and join us 
for a night of fellowship with other 
young adults.

Fellowship
The next opportunity to join us 
for a night on the town, through 
Dinner for 6, is December 1 at
7 pm. Nursery is available and 
childcare is provided through 
Friday Fun Night. Sign-up, meet 
us in the chapel at 7 pm, and we’ll 
have your group and a dinner 
reservation ready to go. For more 
info and to sign up, 
wlucas@westumethodist.org.

West U Methodist 
“Walk”
JANUARY 21, 10 AM
It’s time for another West U 
Methodist “Walk”! The “Walk” is 
a church tour and information 
session specially for any of our 
new and prospective members. 
Everyone is invited! For more info 
and to sign up,
wlucas@westumethodist.org.

Sunday, December 24
Christmas Eve

•  “Christmas from the perspective 
of angels” 

•  All three services include:
Communion & Candlelighting

•  No Sunday School; Nursery care
provided throughout

11 am
•  Contemporary Worship with

Worship Band
4 pm

•  Traditional Worship with
Children’s Choirs 

6 pm
•  Traditional Worship with

Brass Ensemble
Sunday, December 31
First Sunday after Christmas
New Year’s Eve
10 am

•  One Worship Service
     •   “Keep Simeon in Christmas”

•  Rev. William Lucas preaching
•  No Sunday School

JANUARY 2018
“My Story, Our Story, God’s Story” 
continues with a new focus:  Peter
Sunday, January 7
9 and 11 am
     •   Epiphany Sunday
     •   “Peter and John”

•  Rev. William Lucas preaching
Sunday, January 14
9 and 11 am
      •   “Peter and Gamaliel”
Sunday, January 21
9 and 11 am

•  “Peter and Cornelius”
Sunday, January 28
9 and 11 am

•   “Peter, Mary, and Rhoda”

IN  THE SANCTUARY
Continued from Pg. 1



FROM THE PERSPECTIVE OF THE ANGELS

“…The angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; 

for see — I am bringing you good news of 

great joy…’”  Luke 2:10

Are you ready for Christmas?  This year—

after hurricane Harvey, after so many 

storms and earthquakes and shootings—

some of us aren’t sure.  From our 

perspective, there’s not much to celebrate.  

So during this Advent season, we’ll be 

looking at the original Christmas story from 

the perspective of the angels.  

Did you know that in Matthew and Luke’s 

� rst 2 chapters angels appear 6 times?  

Each time they appear, the angels deliver 

messages of hope to people who aren’t 

sure there is much to celebrate. 

Join us Sundays in the Sanctuary beginning 

December 3, as we look at these powerful 

ancient stories again through the eyes of 

God’s messengers.  As we hear again the 

angels’ words of comfort and hope, may 

God prepare us to truly enjoy celebrating 

this holy season together! 

Grace and peace,

FROM THE SENIOR PASTOR

NOVEMBER 2017
“My Story, Our Story, God’s Story” 
continues with a new focus: Moses
Sunday, November 5
9 and 11 am

•  “Moses, Shiphrah, and Puah”
•  All Saints Sunday
•  Luke Wall’s baptism 
•  Sonbeam choir sings
•  Daylight Saving Time ends

Sunday, November 12
9 and 11 am 

•  “Moses, Jethro, and Zipporah”
•  Kids of the Kingdom choir 

sings
•  10 am to 1 pm Rise Against 

Hunger
Sunday, November 19
9 and 11 am

•  Thanksgiving Services
•  “Moses and Aaron”

Sunday, November 26
9 and 11 am 

•  Christ the King Sunday
•  “Samuel and David”
•  Rev. William Lucas preaching
•  Annie Allen’s baptism

DECEMBER 2017
“Christmas from the perspective  
of angels”

Sunday, December 3
First Sunday of Advent
9 am 

•  G.F. Handel’s “Messiah” 
presented by Chancel Choir

11 am
•  “Service of Hope” 

For those who have 
experienced � ooding or 
loss this year. A time to 
acknowledge our grief 
and prepare to celebrate 
Christmas.

•  “Loss from the perspective      
of angels”

Sunday, December 10
Second Sunday of Advent
9 and 11 am

•  “Mary from the perspective    
of angels”

•  Wesley Ringers perform
6 pm

•  Christmas Alive and 
Community Celebration

•  Happy Birthday Jesus party
Sunday, December 17
Third Sunday of Advent
9 and 11 am

•  “Joseph from the perspective
of angels”

Continued on Pg. 2
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SAVE THE DATE SHARINGSAVE THE DATE

DOWNLOAD OUR APP for iPhone,
iPad, and Android

SIMPLIFIED GIVING - ONLINE
You can give tithes and o�erings
online at westumethodist.org, or
contact Mary Farley at
mfarley@westumethodist.org

 

Like us on Facebook 
facebook.com/westumethodist

Follow us on Twitter 
twitter.com/westumethodist

Follow us on Instagram
instagram.com/westumethodist  
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Daylight savings time ends
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UMC at 6:30 pm
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pm
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JANUARY 1 Happy New Year!
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JANUARY 7 Epiphany

JANUARY 9 Leadership Listening 
Session
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