
“… With all wisdom and insight (God) has made 
known to us the mystery of his will, according to 
his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, as a 
plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things 
in him, things in heaven and things on earth.”

Ephesians 1:8-10

I love Christmas movies!  Curling up with my 
family in front of one of our favorite classics is 
one of the reasons I look forward to the holiday 
season all year long!  

Just as God has “made known to us the mystery” 
of resurrection in the eggs and baby animals 
and butter� ies we see each Easter season, I 
believe God has hidden the message of the 
incarnation inside the symbols and decorations 
we see each Advent and Christmas season.  
And, yes… I believe God has even “made known 
to us the mystery of his will” through some of 
our favorite Christmas movies. 

“Faith is believing in things when common 
sense tells you not to.”

- Miracle on 34th Street (1947)

“That’s what Christmas is all about, Charlie 
Brown.”  

- A Charlie Brown Christmas (1965)

Join us in the sanctuary December 2 through 
December 30 as we consider the mystery of the 
incarnation hidden inside Miracle on 34th Street, 
A Charlie Brown Christmas, Die Hard, Home Alone, 
The Nutcracker and the Four Realms, and How 
the Grinch Stole Christmas. Come celebrate the 
season with us!

Grace and peace,

FROM THE SENIOR PASTOR

IN  THE SANCTUARY
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SAVE THE DATE SHARINGSAVE THE DATE

DOWNLOAD OUR APP for iPhone,
iPad, and Android

SIMPLIFIED GIVING - ONLINE
You can give tithes and o�erings
online at westumethodist.org, or
contact Mary Farley at
mfarley@westumethodist.org

 

Like us on Facebook 
facebook.com/westumethodist

Follow us on Twitter 
twitter.com/westumethodist

Follow us on Instagram
instagram.com/westumethodist

NOVEMBER 16 5th Grade Lock-in

NOVEMBER 17-18 CCSC Food &
Clothing Drive

NOVEMBER 18 Laity Sunday

NOVEMBER 22-23 Thanksgiving Holiday
Church o�  ce closed

NOVEMBER 25 Hanging of the Greens

DECEMBER 2 First Sunday in Advent

DECEMBER 4 Annual Charge Conference

DECEMBER 7 Dinner for 6
Friday Fun Night

DECEMBER 9 Christmas Alive &
Backyard Party

DECEMBER 12  Preschool Family Chapel

DECEMBER 16 Chancel Choir presents 
Glad Tidings at 9 am Worship

DECEMBER 9 West U Methodist School
Christmas Program

DECEMBER 24 Christmas Eve
4 pm Traditional Worship Service

with children’s choirs
6 pm Traditional Worship Service

with brass ensemble
8 pm Contemporary Worship

with carols, cookies, & cocoa
Holy Communion & candle lighting

at all services
Childcare provided at 4 & 6 pm

DECEMBER 30 One worship service
at 10 am
No Sunday School
Holly Hall Service, 2 pm

JANUARY 1 New Year’s Day
Church o�  ce closed

JANUARY 11 Friday Fun Night

JANUARY 13 Leadership Consecration
at 9 & 11 am worship

JANUARY 20 Houston Marathon

NOVEMBER / DECEMBER 2018 / JANUARY 2019

NOVEMBER 2018
November 18

• Worship at 9 and 11 am
• Laity Sunday, Greg Waller 

preaching
November 25

• Worship at 9 and 11 am
• Rev. Carol Bruse preaching, 

“Haul Out the Holly!” 
• Hanging of the Greens 

DECEMBER 2018
December 2

• Worship at 9 and 11 am
• First Sunday of Advent
• “Christmas in the Movies” 

sermon series begins, Miracle 
on 34th  Street (1947)

• Rev. Carol Bruse preaching
December 9

• Worship at 9 and 11 am
• Second Sunday of Advent
• “Christmas in the Movies” 

continues, A Charlie Brown 
Christmas (1965)

• Rev. Carol Bruse preaching
December 16

• Worship at 9 and 11 am
• Third Sunday of Advent
• 9 am Chancel Choir presents    

Glad Tidings
• 11 am, “Christmas in the 

Movies” continues, Die Hard 
(1988)

• Rev. William Lucas preaching

December 23
• Worship at 9 and 11 am
• Fourth Sunday of Advent
• “Christmas in the Movies” 

continues, Home Alone (1990)
• Rev. William Lucas preaching

Christmas Eve Services 
Monday, December 24, 4, 6, and 8 pm

• 4 pm Traditional Worship with 
Children’s Choirs

• 6 pm Traditional Worship 
Service with brass quartet

• 8 pm Casual Contemporary 
Worship with carols followed 
by co� ee, cocoa & cookies

• Nursery care provided at            
4 & 6 pm

• Holy Communion and candle 
lighting at 4, 6, & 8 pm

• “Christmas in the Movies” 
continues, The Nutcracker and 
the Four Realms (2018)

• Rev. Carol Bruse preaching
December 30

• One worship service at 10 am
• First Sunday after Christmas
• No Sunday School
• “Christmas in the Movies” 

concludes, How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas (2000)

• Brandt Henley preaching

Continued on page 2

Did we meet our capital campaign goal?
 YES!
Read more on page 4.
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OUR CHURCH CHILDRENSTUDENTS

BROWN BAG BIBLE STUDY
It’s not too late to join the 
Brown Bag Bible Study in our 
study of Ephesians. We’ll wrap 
up this book in mid-December. 
Beginning on January 15, we’ll 
start our spring study on Tish 
Harrison Warren’s great book 
Liturgy of the Ordinary: Sacred Practices in Everyday Life. Bring your 
lunch and join us on Tuesdays at 12:30 pm in room 103. For more 
info wlucas@westumethodist.org.

HANGING OF THE GREENS
Sunday, November 25
Help us decorate our sanctuary and campus 
for Advent and Christmas on Sunday, 
November 25, immediately following our 
11 am worship service! Light lunch will be 
available in the parlor for volunteers. Vicky 
Savage will meet your children in the parlor 
and help them celebrate in the John Collier 
High Court while you decorate.

COLLEGE & YOUNG ADULT HOME GROUP
Our College & Young Adult Home 
Group continues to meet every other 
Sunday from 6-8 pm at members’ 
homes for food, fellowship, prayer, 
and Bible study. We are currently 
studying the Old Testament and 
reading The Epic of Eden by Sandra 

Richter. All college students and young adults are invited to join 
us! For the next host home’s address, or for more information you 
can contact Brandt Henley at bhenley@westumethodist.org. Be on 
the lookout for the more information on our Christmas Party on 
December 16 and get-togethers during the Christmas holidays!

DINNER FOR 6
The next opportunity to join us for a 
night on the town through Dinner for 
6 is December 7 at 7 pm. A nursery 
is available and childcare is provided 
through Friday Fun Night. Sign-up, meet 
us in the chapel at 7 pm, and we’ll have 
your group and a dinner reservation 
ready to go. For more info or to sign-up, 
wlucas@westumethodist.org.

Thank you West U Methodist for awesome after school programs!

CROSS OVER - 5TH GRADE (WEDNESDAYS)

KIDS ON THE COURT - K-2ND GRADE (TUESDAYS)

KIDS ON THE COURT - 3RD-4TH GRADE (THURSDAYS)

FRIDAY FUN NIGHT

FAITHBUILDERS
Cleaned the Chapel and served 
after school snack for friends at 
West Belfort Apartments

S.A.L.T.
Cleaned sanctuary, even 
the windows, and went on a 
Walmart shopping trip for our 
December toy mission giving.
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METHODIST YOUTH FELLOWSHIP | 6-12TH GRADE
Open to all students! Most of the time, MYF will be held from 5-6:30 
pm in the John Collier High Court! On special occasions, we go on 
an adventure! For more info ssmolen@westumethodist.org.

November - 11, 25
December - None
January - 13, 27

HIGH SCHOOL SMALL GROUP | 9-12TH GRADE
Fellowship over food on Monday evening each week from 7-8 pm at 
a local restaurant! Text Shelby Smolen at (713)301-0050 if you want 
to receive weekly texts!

November - 5, 12, 19, 26
December - 3
January - 7, 28

STUDENT MINISTRY BIBLE STUDY | 6-12TH GRADE
Join us on Wednesdays at our awesome Bible Study from
6-8 pm. Each week we have yummy food, play games, and have a 
lesson in the Brown Room! Open to all 6th-12th graders.

November - 7, 14, 28
December - 5
January - 9, 16, 23, 30

Busy Serving Hands
Packed Halloween bags for 
Children’s Activity Center & our 
YMCA friends at West Belfort 
Apartments!

Christmas Eve 
Singing - K-5th Grade
Preparation for Christmas Eve 
singing takes place in 3 rehearsals: 
Sundays, December 2 and 16 
from 5-5:50 pm in the Drummet 
Building, and December 23 from 
9:30-10 am in the Choir Room. (If 
Christmas Alive is RAINED OUT, the 
children will rehearse December 
9, not December 16.) The children 
will be singing at the 4:00 pm 
Christmas Eve Worship Service. 
Warm-up time on Christmas 
Eve is 3:15 pm.  All children who 
are in town Christmas Eve are 
encouraged to participate whether 
or not they have previously been 
involved in children’s choirs.
For more info,
ljackson@westumethodist.org.

Kids of the Kingdom Choir members 
enjoyed singing at the home of 
Charlie and Joy Hall (September 30).

The Sonbeam Choir sang at the 
September 30 Holly Hall Chapel 
Service as a part of our church’s 
every 5th Sunday Chapel ministry to 
Holly Hall.

HOUSTON MARATHON
Coming up on January 20 is the annual 
Houston Marathon, which runs in 
front of our church. This is a great 
opportunity to not only cheer on 
the runners but also reach out to the 
people who gather along University 
Boulevard to watch their friends and 
family who are participating in the 
race. We are planning on joining the 

crowd to cheer on the runners with pompoms and noise makers. 
In addition, this year we are going to provide breakfast, co� ee, 
and water to the community. We will also be handing out gifts to 
our neighbors who come to the church to support the runners. All 
are invited to join us as we cheer on the runners and welcome our 
neighbors. For more info, wlucas@westumethodist.org.

Youth Ministry 
Christmas Party
December 10 | 7-8:30 pm

White Elephant Tacky Christmas 
Sweater Party! Exchange gifts, 
eat yummy food, and vote on the 
tackiest Christmas sweater!

Save-the-Date
April 26-28, 2019
Break-Thru Retreat

June 22-July 1, 2019
Costa Rica High School Mission Trip

July 14-21, 2019
Student Life Camp at Daytona, FL

Youth Gala
This year we are doing something 
totally new! Stay tuned for all
the details about our new 
fundraiser at Southside Club 
House on April 5, 2019!

Skeeters & Scripture
High School girls are invited to join 
us on select Tuesdays this fall for 
a morning devotional at 7 am at 
our local Skeeters Mesquite Grille. 
If you would like to be a part of 
this group, please email Shelby at 
ssmolen@westumethodist.org.

J Taylor Memorial
Golf Tournament
February 23, 2019

West U Student Ministry is proud
to announce that the annual J 
Taylor Memorial Golf Tournament 
is scheduled this year for February 
23! Come support our youth 
by participating in this golf 
tournament by registering as an 
individual for $100, as a 4 person 
team for $400, or by sponsoring 
a hold for $250. Stay tuned for 
registration information and links!

FALL RETREAT (NOVEMBER 2-4)
West U Student Ministry went 
on a fall retreat at Camp Tejas 
earlier this month. The theme of 
the retreat was “Come Home”. 
Former West U Youth Director 
Josh Arrington was the guest 
speaker and we were led in 
worship by our Youth Directors, 
Shelby Smolen and Brandt 
Henley. We all had a blast!

MISSIONS & OUTREACH
RISE AGAINST HUNGER
September 30, 2018
We did it! 70,000 meals! At this year’s meal packaging event with 
Rise Against Hunger, we packaged 18,000 meals, which means 
in the last three years, we’ve packaged over 70,000 meals. That’s 
70,000 people who have had a healthy and � lling meal thanks to 
your time and dedication. Thank you for helping us to show God’s 
love to people in need around the globe.

ANNUAL THANKSGIVING FOOD & CLOTHING DRIVE
November 17-18
We will have our annual Thanksgiving Food and Clothing Drive 
bene� ting the Christian Community Service Center (CCSC) on 
November 17 and 18. Be on the lookout for grocery bags with an 
attached list of needed items. Please take these bags and the list 
with you on your next trip to the grocery store. During Advent, 
you will also see the Giving Trees around the church. These trees 
have ornaments with labels that describe the needs of various 
organizations in southwest Houston and suggest ways you can help 
our neighbors in need. Thank you for giving generously to both of 
these great ministries! For more info wlucas@westumethodist.org.

Did you know that you can give
via text? Text “westumethodist” to 
73256 to get started!

Sundays in
the Sanctuary
continued from page 1

JANUARY 2019
January 6

• Worship at 9 and 11 am
• Epiphany Sunday
• Rev. William Lucas preaching

January 13
• Worship at 9 and 11 am
• “Digital Disciple” Sermon 

Series begins
• Rev. Carol Bruse preaching

January 13 
• Worship at 9 and 11 am
• “Digital Disciple” Sermon 

Series continues, “Real Life in a 
Virtual World”

• Rev. Carol Bruse preaching
January 20

• Worship at 9 and 11 am
• “Digital Disciple” Sermon 

Series continues, “Remote 
Intimacy”

• Rev. Carol Bruse preaching
January 27 

• Worship at 9 and 11 am
• “Digital Disciple” Sermon 

Series continues, “WWJT?” 
(What Would Jesus Tweet?)

• Rev. Carol Bruse preaching

Children’s Choirs
in the New Year
Spring rehearsals for both 
Sonbeam Choir (K-2nd) and Kids of 
the Kingdom Choir, (3rd-5th) will 
be January 6–February 17. The end 
of the year program is February 
24 at 9 am. The spring session is 
a great entry point for children 
not yet involved in the choirs 
this school year. For more info, 
ljackson@westumethodist.org.

Did you know?
West U Methodist is on Facebook, 
Twitter, and Instagram? Our 
username on all three social media 
platforms is @westumethodist. 
Give us a follow and share with 
your friends!

Live Stream Worship
Did you know we live stream 
worship each week? Thanks 
to the West U Methodist 
Foundation, we are able to 
stream our worship services on 
our website and our Facebook 
page live each week! Worship 
with us from anywhere!
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study of Ephesians. We’ll wrap 
up this book in mid-December. 
Beginning on January 15, we’ll 
start our spring study on Tish 
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lunch and join us on Tuesdays at 12:30 pm in room 103. For more 
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Sunday, November 25
Help us decorate our sanctuary and campus 
for Advent and Christmas on Sunday, 
November 25, immediately following our 
11 am worship service! Light lunch will be 
available in the parlor for volunteers. Vicky 
Savage will meet your children in the parlor 
and help them celebrate in the John Collier 
High Court while you decorate.

COLLEGE & YOUNG ADULT HOME GROUP
Our College & Young Adult Home 
Group continues to meet every other 
Sunday from 6-8 pm at members’ 
homes for food, fellowship, prayer, 
and Bible study. We are currently 
studying the Old Testament and 
reading The Epic of Eden by Sandra 

Richter. All college students and young adults are invited to join 
us! For the next host home’s address, or for more information you 
can contact Brandt Henley at bhenley@westumethodist.org. Be on 
the lookout for the more information on our Christmas Party on 
December 16 and get-togethers during the Christmas holidays!

DINNER FOR 6
The next opportunity to join us for a 
night on the town through Dinner for 
6 is December 7 at 7 pm. A nursery 
is available and childcare is provided 
through Friday Fun Night. Sign-up, meet 
us in the chapel at 7 pm, and we’ll have 
your group and a dinner reservation 
ready to go. For more info or to sign-up, 
wlucas@westumethodist.org.
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Baptisms
MILES JACK AUWARTER,
son of Todd & Rachel Auwarter
September 16, 2018

CHARLOTTE ELIZABETH DEJONG, 
daughter of Kelli & William deJong
October 21, 2018

EMERY ELIZABETH MATTHIEU, 
daughter of Kelsey & Jacques Matthieu
November 4, 2018

We Remember
CHARLES CHESNUT COURSEY, SR.,
December 18, 1943 — October 4, 2018

LEE EDWARD MORTON,
January 17, 1983 — August 14, 2018

CHRISTMAS ALIVE

NEW SERMON SERIES

“DIGITAL DISCIPLE”
Join us for a new sermon series beginning January 13, 
“Digital Disciple” based on the book Digital Disciple:  
Real Christianity in a Virtual World by Adam Thomas. As 
Christians, how does today’s digital world impact our 
lives and our faith? How should our faith impact our 
virtual decisions?

CELEBRATE 32 YEARS OF  CHRISTMAS ALIVE
ONE PERFORMANCE, SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9, 6 PM (RAIN DATE IS DECEMBER 16)
DRESS REHEARSAL–SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8 FROM 4-6 PM 
An all-community Christmas Party follows at 6:30 pm in the 
backyard, including:

•  Donkey Rides  •  Camel Pictures
•  Petting Zoo  •  Children’s Crafts

Food Trucks for dinner purchases: Cousin’s Maine Lobster, Foreign 
Policy Food Truck, and Southern Slider Co. of Texas.
(Food service begins after program has ended.)
Dessert Tent provided by our Sunday School Classes.
Church-wide participation is needed!
Cast and support for the 6 pm Program: K-5th angel choir; 6th-12th 
student shepherds; adult/student town choir, stable set-up, greeters, 
wassail servers, take down, and more.
Christmas Party: hosts, children’s tables helpers, dessert tent helpers, 
set-up, take down, and more.
Contact ljackson@westumethodist.org for more information.

New Handbells
The Wesley Ringers handbell choir 
is enjoying their acquisition of 
4 new handbells. The bells, with 
pitches in the upper register, will 
result in a fuller sound and enable 
more of our ringers to use the 
advanced technique of playing 
two handbells in each hand. The 
bells were made possible by a gift 
to the bell choir.

DECEMBER 16 | 9 AM
Join us on Sunday, December 
16 during our 9 am Traditional 
Worship Service as our Chancel 
Choir and Instrumentalists present, 
Glad Tidings a collection of carols 
by Randol Alan Bass.

Bill Andel and Mattie Loucks with new handbells.

DID WE MEET OUR CAPITAL CAMPAIGN GOAL?
YES!
On Sunday, November 11, within minutes after our 
wonderful Capital Campaign Chairperson Greg Waller 
announced that pledges to our capital campaign 
totaled $3.465 million (99% of our $3.5 million goal), 
emphasizing that in football language we were at the 
1 yard line, another faithful church family turned in a 
pledge card and pushed us across the line!
Our capital campaign pledge total as of November 12: 
$3,518, 544.45

HOW DID WE ACCOMPLISH OUR GOAL?
We exceeded the largest most challenging � nancial goal in the history of our church by
working together!
During this Thanksgiving season, we are so incredibly grateful for:
• The 100 church families and dozens of children and youth who have already pledged and/or given 

� nancial gifts to our capital campaign.
• Capital Campaign Chairperson Greg Waller, who faithfully led us to exceed our goal.
• Board of Stewards Chairperson Lee Newick, who also gave countless hours to help us plan a   

successful campaign.
• All 12 families who sacri� cially pledged in advance to help us set the campaign goal.
• Another 18 families who prayerfully agreed to pledge early to encourage the rest of our church 

family.
• The Amend, McBride, McCarley, Perry, Voelte and  Waller families, who agreed to be interviewed for 

our campaign video.
• The Newick, Weddle, and Benitez families, who hosted pacesetter events in their homes.
• Bev Taylor, the Fellowship Committee, and all the wonderful volunteers who created, decorated, 

hosted and cleaned up after our Country-Western Kick-O�  Lunch on October 7.
• Harrison Benitez, Wilson Grant, and Brandt Henley who helped create video invitations to the Lunch 

on October 7.
• The 22 members and couples who wrote the inspiring Daily Devotionals we received via email.
• The 27 members who agreed to lead group discussion during our information session and act as 

information leaders in their small groups.
•  Our wonderful West U Methodist sta�  and The SRD Group Consultant Richard Caperton.

IS IT TOO LATE FOR ME TO HELP?
Absolutely not! 
Paying for recently acquired property and making needed repairs and improvements to our current 
facilities will take all of us working together!  Please pledge today by placing prayerfully completed 
pledge cards in an o� ering plate or mailing or delivering them to our church o�  ce, emailing Finance 
Manager Mary Farley at mfarley@westumethodist.org, or pledging or making a one-time gift to the 
campaign online (westumethodist.org) or via text (text “westumethodist” to 73256).  You can give now 
or at any time during the next three years.  If you prefer to give stock or other assets, great!  Contact 
Finance Manager Mary Farley at mfarley@westumethodist.org.

Thank you for giving generously to support God’s work here at West U Methodist!

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE
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OUR CHURCH CHILDRENSTUDENTS

BROWN BAG BIBLE STUDY
It’s not too late to join the 
Brown Bag Bible Study in our 
study of Ephesians. We’ll wrap 
up this book in mid-December. 
Beginning on January 15, we’ll 
start our spring study on Tish 
Harrison Warren’s great book 
Liturgy of the Ordinary: Sacred Practices in Everyday Life. Bring your 
lunch and join us on Tuesdays at 12:30 pm in room 103. For more 
info wlucas@westumethodist.org.

HANGING OF THE GREENS
Sunday, November 25
Help us decorate our sanctuary and campus 
for Advent and Christmas on Sunday, 
November 25, immediately following our 
11 am worship service! Light lunch will be 
available in the parlor for volunteers. Vicky 
Savage will meet your children in the parlor 
and help them celebrate in the John Collier 
High Court while you decorate.

COLLEGE & YOUNG ADULT HOME GROUP
Our College & Young Adult Home 
Group continues to meet every other 
Sunday from 6-8 pm at members’ 
homes for food, fellowship, prayer, 
and Bible study. We are currently 
studying the Old Testament and 
reading The Epic of Eden by Sandra 

Richter. All college students and young adults are invited to join 
us! For the next host home’s address, or for more information you 
can contact Brandt Henley at bhenley@westumethodist.org. Be on 
the lookout for the more information on our Christmas Party on 
December 16 and get-togethers during the Christmas holidays!

DINNER FOR 6
The next opportunity to join us for a 
night on the town through Dinner for 
6 is December 7 at 7 pm. A nursery 
is available and childcare is provided 
through Friday Fun Night. Sign-up, meet 
us in the chapel at 7 pm, and we’ll have 
your group and a dinner reservation 
ready to go. For more info or to sign-up, 
wlucas@westumethodist.org.

Thank you West U Methodist for awesome after school programs!

CROSS OVER - 5TH GRADE (WEDNESDAYS)

KIDS ON THE COURT - K-2ND GRADE (TUESDAYS)

KIDS ON THE COURT - 3RD-4TH GRADE (THURSDAYS)

FRIDAY FUN NIGHT

FAITHBUILDERS
Cleaned the Chapel and served 
after school snack for friends at 
West Belfort Apartments

S.A.L.T.
Cleaned sanctuary, even 
the windows, and went on a 
Walmart shopping trip for our 
December toy mission giving.

2 West U Witness 7 6 West U Witness 3

METHODIST YOUTH FELLOWSHIP | 6-12TH GRADE
Open to all students! Most of the time, MYF will be held from 5-6:30 
pm in the John Collier High Court! On special occasions, we go on 
an adventure! For more info ssmolen@westumethodist.org.

November - 11, 25
December - None
January - 13, 27

HIGH SCHOOL SMALL GROUP | 9-12TH GRADE
Fellowship over food on Monday evening each week from 7-8 pm at 
a local restaurant! Text Shelby Smolen at (713)301-0050 if you want 
to receive weekly texts!

November - 5, 12, 19, 26
December - 3
January - 7, 28

STUDENT MINISTRY BIBLE STUDY | 6-12TH GRADE
Join us on Wednesdays at our awesome Bible Study from
6-8 pm. Each week we have yummy food, play games, and have a 
lesson in the Brown Room! Open to all 6th-12th graders.

November - 7, 14, 28
December - 5
January - 9, 16, 23, 30

Busy Serving Hands
Packed Halloween bags for 
Children’s Activity Center & our 
YMCA friends at West Belfort 
Apartments!

Christmas Eve 
Singing - K-5th Grade
Preparation for Christmas Eve 
singing takes place in 3 rehearsals: 
Sundays, December 2 and 16 
from 5-5:50 pm in the Drummet 
Building, and December 23 from 
9:30-10 am in the Choir Room. (If 
Christmas Alive is RAINED OUT, the 
children will rehearse December 
9, not December 16.) The children 
will be singing at the 4:00 pm 
Christmas Eve Worship Service. 
Warm-up time on Christmas 
Eve is 3:15 pm.  All children who 
are in town Christmas Eve are 
encouraged to participate whether 
or not they have previously been 
involved in children’s choirs.
For more info,
ljackson@westumethodist.org.

Kids of the Kingdom Choir members 
enjoyed singing at the home of 
Charlie and Joy Hall (September 30).

The Sonbeam Choir sang at the 
September 30 Holly Hall Chapel 
Service as a part of our church’s 
every 5th Sunday Chapel ministry to 
Holly Hall.

HOUSTON MARATHON
Coming up on January 20 is the annual 
Houston Marathon, which runs in 
front of our church. This is a great 
opportunity to not only cheer on 
the runners but also reach out to the 
people who gather along University 
Boulevard to watch their friends and 
family who are participating in the 
race. We are planning on joining the 

crowd to cheer on the runners with pompoms and noise makers. 
In addition, this year we are going to provide breakfast, co� ee, 
and water to the community. We will also be handing out gifts to 
our neighbors who come to the church to support the runners. All 
are invited to join us as we cheer on the runners and welcome our 
neighbors. For more info, wlucas@westumethodist.org.

Youth Ministry 
Christmas Party
December 10 | 7-8:30 pm

White Elephant Tacky Christmas 
Sweater Party! Exchange gifts, 
eat yummy food, and vote on the 
tackiest Christmas sweater!

Save-the-Date
April 26-28, 2019
Break-Thru Retreat

June 22-July 1, 2019
Costa Rica High School Mission Trip

July 14-21, 2019
Student Life Camp at Daytona, FL

Youth Gala
This year we are doing something 
totally new! Stay tuned for all
the details about our new 
fundraiser at Southside Club 
House on April 5, 2019!

Skeeters & Scripture
High School girls are invited to join 
us on select Tuesdays this fall for 
a morning devotional at 7 am at 
our local Skeeters Mesquite Grille. 
If you would like to be a part of 
this group, please email Shelby at 
ssmolen@westumethodist.org.

J Taylor Memorial
Golf Tournament
February 23, 2019

West U Student Ministry is proud
to announce that the annual J 
Taylor Memorial Golf Tournament 
is scheduled this year for February 
23! Come support our youth 
by participating in this golf 
tournament by registering as an 
individual for $100, as a 4 person 
team for $400, or by sponsoring 
a hold for $250. Stay tuned for 
registration information and links!

FALL RETREAT (NOVEMBER 2-4)
West U Student Ministry went 
on a fall retreat at Camp Tejas 
earlier this month. The theme of 
the retreat was “Come Home”. 
Former West U Youth Director 
Josh Arrington was the guest 
speaker and we were led in 
worship by our Youth Directors, 
Shelby Smolen and Brandt 
Henley. We all had a blast!

MISSIONS & OUTREACH
RISE AGAINST HUNGER
September 30, 2018
We did it! 70,000 meals! At this year’s meal packaging event with 
Rise Against Hunger, we packaged 18,000 meals, which means 
in the last three years, we’ve packaged over 70,000 meals. That’s 
70,000 people who have had a healthy and � lling meal thanks to 
your time and dedication. Thank you for helping us to show God’s 
love to people in need around the globe.

ANNUAL THANKSGIVING FOOD & CLOTHING DRIVE
November 17-18
We will have our annual Thanksgiving Food and Clothing Drive 
bene� ting the Christian Community Service Center (CCSC) on 
November 17 and 18. Be on the lookout for grocery bags with an 
attached list of needed items. Please take these bags and the list 
with you on your next trip to the grocery store. During Advent, 
you will also see the Giving Trees around the church. These trees 
have ornaments with labels that describe the needs of various 
organizations in southwest Houston and suggest ways you can help 
our neighbors in need. Thank you for giving generously to both of 
these great ministries! For more info wlucas@westumethodist.org.

Did you know that you can give
via text? Text “westumethodist” to 
73256 to get started!

Sundays in
the Sanctuary
continued from page 1

JANUARY 2019
January 6

• Worship at 9 and 11 am
• Epiphany Sunday
• Rev. William Lucas preaching

January 13
• Worship at 9 and 11 am
• “Digital Disciple” Sermon 

Series begins
• Rev. Carol Bruse preaching

January 13 
• Worship at 9 and 11 am
• “Digital Disciple” Sermon 

Series continues, “Real Life in a 
Virtual World”

• Rev. Carol Bruse preaching
January 20

• Worship at 9 and 11 am
• “Digital Disciple” Sermon 

Series continues, “Remote 
Intimacy”

• Rev. Carol Bruse preaching
January 27 

• Worship at 9 and 11 am
• “Digital Disciple” Sermon 

Series continues, “WWJT?” 
(What Would Jesus Tweet?)

• Rev. Carol Bruse preaching

Children’s Choirs
in the New Year
Spring rehearsals for both 
Sonbeam Choir (K-2nd) and Kids of 
the Kingdom Choir, (3rd-5th) will 
be January 6–February 17. The end 
of the year program is February 
24 at 9 am. The spring session is 
a great entry point for children 
not yet involved in the choirs 
this school year. For more info, 
ljackson@westumethodist.org.

Did you know?
West U Methodist is on Facebook, 
Twitter, and Instagram? Our 
username on all three social media 
platforms is @westumethodist. 
Give us a follow and share with 
your friends!

Live Stream Worship
Did you know we live stream 
worship each week? Thanks 
to the West U Methodist 
Foundation, we are able to 
stream our worship services on 
our website and our Facebook 
page live each week! Worship 
with us from anywhere!
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It’s not too late to join the 
Brown Bag Bible Study in our 
study of Ephesians. We’ll wrap 
up this book in mid-December. 
Beginning on January 15, we’ll 
start our spring study on Tish 
Harrison Warren’s great book 
Liturgy of the Ordinary: Sacred Practices in Everyday Life. Bring your 
lunch and join us on Tuesdays at 12:30 pm in room 103. For more 
info wlucas@westumethodist.org.

HANGING OF THE GREENS
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Help us decorate our sanctuary and campus 
for Advent and Christmas on Sunday, 
November 25, immediately following our 
11 am worship service! Light lunch will be 
available in the parlor for volunteers. Vicky 
Savage will meet your children in the parlor 
and help them celebrate in the John Collier 
High Court while you decorate.

COLLEGE & YOUNG ADULT HOME GROUP
Our College & Young Adult Home 
Group continues to meet every other 
Sunday from 6-8 pm at members’ 
homes for food, fellowship, prayer, 
and Bible study. We are currently 
studying the Old Testament and 
reading The Epic of Eden by Sandra 

Richter. All college students and young adults are invited to join 
us! For the next host home’s address, or for more information you 
can contact Brandt Henley at bhenley@westumethodist.org. Be on 
the lookout for the more information on our Christmas Party on 
December 16 and get-togethers during the Christmas holidays!

DINNER FOR 6
The next opportunity to join us for a 
night on the town through Dinner for 
6 is December 7 at 7 pm. A nursery 
is available and childcare is provided 
through Friday Fun Night. Sign-up, meet 
us in the chapel at 7 pm, and we’ll have 
your group and a dinner reservation 
ready to go. For more info or to sign-up, 
wlucas@westumethodist.org.
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the windows, and went on a 
Walmart shopping trip for our 
December toy mission giving.
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METHODIST YOUTH FELLOWSHIP | 6-12TH GRADE
Open to all students! Most of the time, MYF will be held from 5-6:30 
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an adventure! For more info ssmolen@westumethodist.org.

November - 11, 25
December - None
January - 13, 27

HIGH SCHOOL SMALL GROUP | 9-12TH GRADE
Fellowship over food on Monday evening each week from 7-8 pm at 
a local restaurant! Text Shelby Smolen at (713)301-0050 if you want 
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Join us on Wednesdays at our awesome Bible Study from
6-8 pm. Each week we have yummy food, play games, and have a 
lesson in the Brown Room! Open to all 6th-12th graders.
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Busy Serving Hands
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Children’s Activity Center & our 
YMCA friends at West Belfort 
Apartments!

Christmas Eve 
Singing - K-5th Grade
Preparation for Christmas Eve 
singing takes place in 3 rehearsals: 
Sundays, December 2 and 16 
from 5-5:50 pm in the Drummet 
Building, and December 23 from 
9:30-10 am in the Choir Room. (If 
Christmas Alive is RAINED OUT, the 
children will rehearse December 
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Warm-up time on Christmas 
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encouraged to participate whether 
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For more info,
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This year we are doing something 
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We did it! 70,000 meals! At this year’s meal packaging event with 
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“… With all wisdom and insight (God) has made 
known to us the mystery of his will, according to 
his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, as a 
plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things 
in him, things in heaven and things on earth.”

Ephesians 1:8-10

I love Christmas movies!  Curling up with my 
family in front of one of our favorite classics is 
one of the reasons I look forward to the holiday 
season all year long!  

Just as God has “made known to us the mystery” 
of resurrection in the eggs and baby animals 
and butter� ies we see each Easter season, I 
believe God has hidden the message of the 
incarnation inside the symbols and decorations 
we see each Advent and Christmas season.  
And, yes… I believe God has even “made known 
to us the mystery of his will” through some of 
our favorite Christmas movies. 

“Faith is believing in things when common 
sense tells you not to.”

- Miracle on 34th Street (1947)

“That’s what Christmas is all about, Charlie 
Brown.”  

- A Charlie Brown Christmas (1965)

Join us in the sanctuary December 2 through 
December 30 as we consider the mystery of the 
incarnation hidden inside Miracle on 34th Street, 
A Charlie Brown Christmas, Die Hard, Home Alone, 
The Nutcracker and the Four Realms, and How 
the Grinch Stole Christmas. Come celebrate the 
season with us!

Grace and peace,

FROM THE SENIOR PASTOR

IN  THE SANCTUARY
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SAVE THE DATE SHARINGSAVE THE DATE

DOWNLOAD OUR APP for iPhone,
iPad, and Android

SIMPLIFIED GIVING - ONLINE
You can give tithes and o�erings
online at westumethodist.org, or
contact Mary Farley at
mfarley@westumethodist.org

 

Like us on Facebook 
facebook.com/westumethodist

Follow us on Twitter 
twitter.com/westumethodist

Follow us on Instagram
instagram.com/westumethodist

NOVEMBER 16 5th Grade Lock-in

NOVEMBER 17-18 CCSC Food &
Clothing Drive

NOVEMBER 18 Laity Sunday

NOVEMBER 22-23 Thanksgiving Holiday
Church o�  ce closed

NOVEMBER 25 Hanging of the Greens

DECEMBER 2 First Sunday in Advent

DECEMBER 4 Annual Charge Conference

DECEMBER 7 Dinner for 6
Friday Fun Night

DECEMBER 9 Christmas Alive &
Backyard Party

DECEMBER 12  Preschool Family Chapel

DECEMBER 16 Chancel Choir presents 
Glad Tidings at 9 am Worship

DECEMBER 9 West U Methodist School
Christmas Program

DECEMBER 24 Christmas Eve
4 pm Traditional Worship Service

with children’s choirs
6 pm Traditional Worship Service

with brass ensemble
8 pm Contemporary Worship

with carols, cookies, & cocoa
Holy Communion & candle lighting

at all services
Childcare provided at 4 & 6 pm

DECEMBER 30 One worship service
at 10 am
No Sunday School
Holly Hall Service, 2 pm

JANUARY 1 New Year’s Day
Church o�  ce closed

JANUARY 11 Friday Fun Night

JANUARY 13 Leadership Consecration
at 9 & 11 am worship

JANUARY 20 Houston Marathon

NOVEMBER / DECEMBER 2018 / JANUARY 2019

NOVEMBER 2018
November 18

• Worship at 9 and 11 am
• Laity Sunday, Greg Waller 

preaching
November 25

• Worship at 9 and 11 am
• Rev. Carol Bruse preaching, 

“Haul Out the Holly!” 
• Hanging of the Greens 

DECEMBER 2018
December 2

• Worship at 9 and 11 am
• First Sunday of Advent
• “Christmas in the Movies” 

sermon series begins, Miracle 
on 34th  Street (1947)

• Rev. Carol Bruse preaching
December 9

• Worship at 9 and 11 am
• Second Sunday of Advent
• “Christmas in the Movies” 

continues, A Charlie Brown 
Christmas (1965)

• Rev. Carol Bruse preaching
December 16

• Worship at 9 and 11 am
• Third Sunday of Advent
• 9 am Chancel Choir presents    

Glad Tidings
• 11 am, “Christmas in the 

Movies” continues, Die Hard 
(1988)

• Rev. William Lucas preaching

December 23
• Worship at 9 and 11 am
• Fourth Sunday of Advent
• “Christmas in the Movies” 

continues, Home Alone (1990)
• Rev. William Lucas preaching

Christmas Eve Services 
Monday, December 24, 4, 6, and 8 pm

• 4 pm Traditional Worship with 
Children’s Choirs

• 6 pm Traditional Worship 
Service with brass quartet

• 8 pm Casual Contemporary 
Worship with carols followed 
by co� ee, cocoa & cookies

• Nursery care provided at            
4 & 6 pm

• Holy Communion and candle 
lighting at 4, 6, & 8 pm

• “Christmas in the Movies” 
continues, The Nutcracker and 
the Four Realms (2018)

• Rev. Carol Bruse preaching
December 30

• One worship service at 10 am
• First Sunday after Christmas
• No Sunday School
• “Christmas in the Movies” 

concludes, How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas (2000)

• Brandt Henley preaching

Continued on page 2

Did we meet our capital campaign goal?
 YES!
Read more on page 4.


