
OCTOBER 13, 2019  •  9AM
EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

A New Day
“And God is able to provide you with every blessing in 
abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, 

you may share abundantly in every good work.”

— 2 Corinthians 9:8

Welcome to West University United Methodist. We’re glad you’re 
worshiping with us this morning! We’d love to have you worship with us 
every Sunday. If you’re a guest we’d like the opportunity to get to know 
you. Please complete a “Connect” card in the pew pocket and place it in 
an offering plate or leave it with an usher or greeter.

  9:00 am  Traditional Worship Service

 10:00 am  Sunday School

 11:00 am  Contemporary Worship Service

Holy Communion will be shared this morning. If you are unable to come
forward, please inform an usher, and we will serve you in your pew. 
Gluten-free elements are available. All are welcome to come share in this 
holy meal.

Children of all ages are welcomed in our sanctuary! Child care is available 
throughout services for children birth through toddlers. Early drop off, 
Room 124; Nursery, Room 120; Toddlers, Room 118; Extended Care, Room 
122. Parents, please follow your children to sign them in for their fi rst visit.

Children’s Bibles and worship activity folders are available for children in 
the back of the sanctuary.

because of your generous gifts to West u methodist...

When we became members of West U Methodist we 
did not yet have children, and as such gave little, if 
any, thought to the Children’s Ministry.  We could not 
have been more blessed with our fortuitous choice. 
Since their birth, our children have been swaddled in 
the kindness and love that encompasses the Children’s 
Ministry at West U Methodist. As babies, the crib 
nursery helped me overcome my fears of leaving my 
infants with someone else so I could actually listen to a 

sermon. All throughout their pre-school years, they spent as much time at 
church as they did at home—enjoying the wonderful preschool, singing, 
and praising God with Mrs. Vicky at Chapel, singing with the Cherubs and 
playing with friends during Sunday School. Now in elementary school, 
I hear about how excited they are to sing with the Sonbeams and how 
thrilling it is that they can fi nally both go to Friday Fun Night! I cannot 
express what a huge and positive infl uence the Children’s Ministry has 
had and continues to have on our lives. I even invoke Mrs. Vicky when I 
want the kids to behave better: too much fi ghting over which game we 
play- I say, “do you think Mrs. Vicky would be proud of you today?” That 
one sentence almost always leads to instant behavior change. But most of 
all, beyond all the fun and friends and joy and activity, we are grateful for 
the deep connection our kids are making with Christ and Christian culture 
and lifestyle due to the infl uences of our church. I wish everyone had an 
environment as wonderful as the West U Methodist Children’s Ministry to 
help raise their children. And without a doubt, as is the case everywhere, 
our children are our future. The strong roots our kids grow today in loving 
God and living a God-centered life will be the foundation of the West U 
Methodist of the future. 

—Mosley Family

This is one way your giving to West U Methodist is having an impact on 
the spiritual lives of our children.  Thank you for giving so generously.
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Youth Fall Retreat
Registration for our annual Youth Fall Retreat is open! 6th through 12th
grade students are invited to join in a weekend of worship and fun 
November 1-3. Cost: $175 - includes 5 meals, lodging, a t-shirt, and 
transportation. Register online at westumethodist.org/registrations.
For more info ssmolen@westumethodist.org.

The Passion Play—Trip to Oberammergau, Germany and Northern Italy
Brochures are available in the back of the Sanctuary or you can contact 
Moria Bell at mbell@westumethodist.org for more details.

August 2-12, 2020: $5,800 (double occupancy, round trip from Houston)
Rome Extension: August 12-15, 2020: $1,200

Help for Those Affected by Tropical Storm Imelda
We are collecting fi nancial donations in an effort to help those in the
greater Beaumont area who were affected by Tropical Storm Imelda. To
make a fi nancial gift, go to westumethodist.org/give. You can also give
through the mail or in the offering plate by writing a check and putting
“Disaster Recovery” in the memo line.
For more info wlucas@westumethodist.org.

Harvey Rebuilding Project
We are partnering with Southwest Houston United Responds (SHUR)—a 
coalition of other churches and synagogues in southwest Houston—to 
help rebuild our community after Hurricane Harvey. There are still many 
homes in our area that need to be repaired following the storm, so we 
want to help. On Saturday, November 9 from 8:30am-4:30pm, we will 
work on a nearby home to repair some of Harvey’s damage. Work could 
include anything from landscaping to hanging drywall. Training, tools, 
and lunch will be provided. The house’s address will be shared when 
it’s available. This is open to everyone from high school aged and up. 
Childcare is available for nursery through 5th grade if you register by 
November 3. As we get closer to November 9, a background check will 
be required at a cost of $12.50. The background check is good for 2 years.
For more info wlucas@westumethodist.org.



Prelude Amy Wiggs, Flute; Elenor Coursey
Andante from Sonata in E Minor  J.S. Bach

Welcome

*call to WorshiP Rev. William Lucas
We are God’s church,
And he has given us his Word.
He has given us his Spirit and filled us with power,
And he has made us one family.
He has showered us with blessings,
And he has restored us with his grace.
He has freed us from our past,
And has planned for us a glorious future.
We are God’s church.
Let us worship the Lord together.

*oPening hymn

All Praise to Our Redeeming Lord | stanzas 1-3, 6 Hymnal 554
(to the tune Azmon)

*greeting one another

children’s message Vicky Savage

sPecial music Sonbeam Choir
Who Built the Ark? Arr. Jeff Reeves

Braeden & Aaron Payne, Instrumentalists; Dolly Thomas, Director

choral call to Prayer Chancel Choir

Pastoral Prayer  Dr. Linda Christians

Prayer for illumination 
Loving God, send your Holy Spirit and strengthen us in our study of your 
Word so that we may hear your voice and follow it into the new day of 
your kingdom. Amen.

old testament reading Glenn Newick
Acts 2:42-47 | New Testament page 112

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and the prayers.

Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being 
done by the apostles. All who believed were together and had all things 
in common; they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute 
the proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, as they spent much time 
together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with 
glad and generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the 
people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were 
being saved.

The Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

sermon Rev. William Lucas 
“Expecting a Community”

ministry moment Tessa Johnson, Karson Ludwick
Youth Ministry

offering Chancel Choir
Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ arr. Bradley Ellingboe

Amy Wiggs, Flute; Laura McDonald, Congas

*doxology Hymnal 95
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here 
below; praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost. Amen.

invitation to holy communion

Prayer of confession Hymnal 8
Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole 
heart. We have failed to be an obedient church. We have not done your 
will, we have broken your law, we have rebelled against your love, we 
have not loved our neighbors, and we have not heard the cry of the needy. 
Forgive us, we pray. Free us for joyful obedience, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

All pray in silence.

Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that 
proves God’s love towards us. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! Glory to God. Amen.

lord’s Prayer Hymnal 895
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

holy communion

The Great Thanksgiving Hymnal 13

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 
thanks to you, Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth... And so, with 
your people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise your name 
and join their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full 
of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ...

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we 
offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, 

in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread 
and wine. Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, that we may 
be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood...

Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy church, 
all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. Amen.

communion meditation                 Amy Wiggs, Flute; Elenor Coursey
Lamb of God                                                                                    Joel Raney 
You Are My All in All                                                                        Joel Raney

*hymn of invitation

O Church of God, United Hymnal 547

receiving neW members

*benediction

Postlude Elenor Coursey
Recessional on “Ellacombe”                                                   Richard Warner

*Congregation invited to stand

sermon notes


